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October 11th, 2009 at the Irish
American Heritage Center - 4626 N.
Knox Ave., Chicago, lllinois. We have
lined up some very interesting speakers
| and knockout entertainment to make for
M a great night with family and friends.
The Silent Auction that Nancy Herek is
setting up will out shine the last
knockout auctions we have held in the

SONS OF ‘NORWAY | past. If anyone has any White Elephant
L LEIF ERIKSON 097= stuff, please call Nancy or me so we

_can get it into the Auction on time. The
Welcome to Fall - aimost. As for me i 5y, pistrict Board will hold there Fall
has been a lovely summer. Most of t meeting in our area so we will have

articles | have written have been abo g\ /eral members of the Board join us at
the previous meetings and what ha.S our celebration. So if you want to meet
happened around the Lodge. But sin'yhq 5 pistrict Board members and ask
there were no meeting in July and 4 jestions of them please make your
August I am on my own, so here it esanyations now and get ahead of the

goes. Several of us are working on tf .oy 4. One of the things we must do is
Leif Erikson Centennial to be held on .
(Continued on page 2)

Kalendal’i Leif Erikson Lodge Meetings

Sunday, September 13, 2009 Sunday October 11, 2009
Lodge Meeting at Svithiod Hall

Social Begins at 1:30 p.m. ; ; ;
Call to Order at 2:00 p.m. Social Begins at 1:30 p.m.

Also in South Elgin

Scandinavian Day Festival 4626 N. Knox Ave, Chicago, lllinois
At VASA PARK (rain or shine)

9 a.m. until 5 p.m.

Lodge 100th Anniversary Celebration

Meeting at 2:00 p.m.
Dinner at 4:00 p.m.

Irish American Heritage Center

(plenty of FREE parking)




(Continued from page 1)

to be able to tell our caterer how many peoplexfeeet for dinner, so please call in early for your
reservations. The committee is planning to haveeatgqnight for all ages so get your reservationsairty. We
have one regular Lodge meeting before our parfylesase be at our September 13th meeting and bmiyng a
suggestions or gifts for the auction or any offehelp will be greatly appreciated. See you at Leodg

The October 11, 2009 Meeting will be at 2:00 p.moflowed by DINNER AT 4:00 p.m.
MENU: Split Pea Soup, Salad, Roast Pork, Cod MRshabaga, Carrots, Potatoes, and RICE PUDDING!

All of the above for the price of $40.00 per person
Please make your reservations before October 1st)@9. George E.Hardison, Sr.

Leif Erikson Lodge
1909 - 2009

Traditional Nordic Dinner
100th Year Celebration

October 11, 2009 Tickets
Roast Loin of Pork — Codfish $40 per person
Rutabaga, Potatoes, and MUCH More! Reservations must be

Family Style, Catered by Ray Harrington made by Oct. 1st
Irish American Heritage Center

RESERVATIONS: Lee Hardison 773-772-8221 or Vi Covington 708-78816

Check us out!

E-mail: shungness@z6.com

E-mail: g-hardy-son@msn.com October
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Great Prices, Great Service!




* + < Hip,hip,hurra for 17 de Mai another great yearalgbration. We
don't have only one day of celebration to commekitevay Constitu-
tion Day, but we had 5 days. The Norwegian comnyumitre went all
out. Our guests from Norway had a full schedulaur§tay evening
Rev. Berit Lanke gave a very interesting progranthenPilgrimage to

Nidoros-Trondheim with lectures about St. Olav #rmaltradition of pilgrimages.
Friday night the Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Chupchsented their program to
introduce the parades Grand Marshal Lorraine StfiaMorwegian National League.
Honorary Grand Marshal Ola T. Lanke, Vice Presiddrihe Norwegian Parliment
in Olso. Words of Welcome also came from Rev. WaMiiker, Bishop of Chicago
Synod, ELCA. The church choir, Greig Ladies, Norda@ices and Bjornson Male
Chorus also entertained. The Saturday banquet argselegant and enjoyed by all.
Our favorite dance music was provided by Dave Kiib. Sunday the sun shone on
our parade in Park Ridge and a large crowd cam&autarch and enjoy the park
activities. Monday the guests of honor enjoyedreuat Norwood crossing and the
escorted tour to view the new addition. | hope whier you were on the 17th of
Mai, there were flags waving, Norwegian food, gfielbwship asnd a happy memory of the day. | any yeoud to be a member
of Leif Erikson Lodge and Norwegian National League be a part of this great tradtion of 17 de Mai.

LEIF ERICKSON LODGE HISTORY & OUR 100TH ANNIVERSARY
by George Hardison, President

Through the generosity of the Norwegian National League of Chicago, | have been given this golden
opportunity to talk about my Sons of Norway home lodge, Leif Erikson Lodge #97, and how it got
that way. The first and oldest of three merged lodges was Bjornstjerne Bjornson #97 which was insti-
tuted November 1909. Henrick Ibsen #189 was instituted in 1922 and Leif Erikson #272 was insti-
tuted in April 1925. Henrik Ibsen was renting a hall in Leif Erikson's building. Both lodges thought
better of this and merged in July 1967 adopting the name and number, Leif Erikson #189. B.B.
(pardon me Mario) and L.E. (pardon me Mariann) decided to stop going their separate ways and
merged in 2004 becoming Leif Erikson Lodge #97. So we claim to be 100 years old. We are plan-
ning a Centennial celebration to commemorate this event. We are not waiting until November but
are staying close to Leif Erikson Day (October 9th). Our festivities will be held on October 11, 2009
at the Irish American Heritage Center at 4626 N. Knox Ave., Chicago. Social get together at 2:00pm.
Serving dinner at 4:00pm. The main entrees will be Roast Pork Loin and Boiled or Steamed Cod.
Mark your calendars now so you will be ready. Call Lee Hardison at 773-772-8221 for more informa-
tion.

The mission of the Sons of Norway is to promote and to preserve the heritage and culture of Nor-
way, to celebrate our relationship with other Nordic countries and to provide quality insurance and
financial product to members. That's our mission; nothing complicated just that. | wish it would say
peoples instead of countries, but no one asked me. One of the most impressive things | see every
time | walk into Leif Erikson Lodge is to see friends greeting each other, friends for 40 or 50 years, or
less. What a wonderful place to be a member and have such an anchor to pull you back to such a
warm and friendly spot. If you want to learn more about Sons of Norway, feel free to call me any-
time. | would love to talk to you.



The Silent Auction that Nancy Herek is setting up @ut shine the last knockout auctions we havel e the
past. If anyone has any White Elephant stuff, mezdl Nancy or George so we can get it into thetidn on
time. If you know of a business that might likedimnate products or services to us, let us knogk them!
So far, We have admission for 4 for both the A@Emetarium and Shedd Agquarium. We have wine @stin
4 different wineries, Lynfred in Roselle and Whagliand Tasting deVine in Wheaton and in Naperviliée

have bowling packages from Eskape EntertainmeBtifalo Grove and Brunswick Zone in Mt. Prospect.
We have certificates from Hagen's Fish Market inc@€fpo. We have certificates from the following eest
rants: Amici and Riggio's in Niles; Pasta D'ArteGhicago and Entourage in Schaumburg. They'lecstih-
ing in, so with your help, we hope to get a manyerioy our next meeting. Thanks, George & Nancy.

A Word From Barb Drew: Will You Dance With Me?

Too many people put off something that brings th@yjust because they haven't thought about itjtd@ve it on their
schedule, didn't know it was coming or are toodrigi depart from their routine..

| got to thinking one day about all those womerttanTitanic who passed up dessert at dinner thefiufanight in an
effort to cut back. From then on, I've tried tosbkttle more flexible.

How many women out there will eat at home becausie husband didn't suggest going out to dinneit afier some-
thing had been thawed? Does the word 'refrigerati@an nothing to you?

How often have your kids dropped in to talk andisailence while you watched 'Jeopardy' on telenid

| cannot count the times | called my sister and,skiow about going to lunch in a half hour?' Sheuld gas up and
stammer, 'l can't.. | have clothes on the line.Wdir is dirty. | wish | had known yesterday, | hathte breakfast, It
looks like rain." And my personal favorite: 'It'sokiday.' She died a few years ago. We never did haeh together.
Because Americans cram so much into their livestend to schedule our headaches. We live on aespatsof prom-
ises we make to ourselves when all the conditioeparfect!

We'll go back and visit the grandparents when weSgeve toilet-trained. We'll entertain when welaep the living-
room carpet. We'll go on a second honeymoon wheget#&wvo more kids out of college.

Life has a way of accelerating as we get older. ddyes get shorter, and the list of promises toalues gets longer.
One morning, we awaken, and all we have to showdiollives is a litany of 'I'm going to," 'l plamband 'Someday,
when things are settled down a bit.'

When anyone calls my 'seize the moment' friendjsbpen to adventure and available for trips. I&eps an open
mind on new ideas. Her enthusiasm for life is cgimas. You talk with her for five minutes, and yeweady to trade
your bad feet for a pair of Roller blades and skipelevator for a bungee cord.

My lips have not touched ice cream in 10 yearsvélice cream. It's just that | might as well applgirectly to my
stomach with a spatula and eliminate the digegtieeess. The other day, | stopped the car and b@uigiple-Decker.
If my car had hit an iceberg on the way home, | dwave died happy.

Now...go on and have a nice day. Do something y@UNW1o......not something on your SHOULD DO lidtybu
were going to die soon and had only one phoneyoalicould make, who would you call and what woud gay? And
why are you waiting?

Make sure you read this to the end; you will untderd why | sent this to you..

Have y ou ever watched kids playing on a merryaymd or listened to the rain lapping on the groufadér followed a
butterfly's erratic flight or gazed at the sun ittie fading night? Do you run through each dayhenfiy? When you ask
' How are you?' Do you hear the reply?

When the day is done, do you lie in your bed whil hext hundred chores running through your head? tald your
child, 'We'll do it tomorrow." And in your hasteytrsee his sorrow? Ever lost touch? Let a gooddsbip die? Just call
to say 'Hi?

When you worry and hurry through your day, it keelian unopened gift....Thrown away..... Life is ashce Take it
slower. Hear the music before the song is over.



USS New York

It was built with 24 tons of scrap steel
from the World Trade Center .

It is the fifth in a new class of warship -
designed for missions that include spe-
cial operations against terrorists. It will
carry a crew of 360 sailors and 700 com-
bat-ready Marines to be delivered ashore
by helicopters and assault craft.

Steel from the World Trade Center was
melted down in a foundry in Amite , LA
to cast the ship's bow section. When it
was poured into the molds on Sept 9,
2003, 'those big rough steelworkers
treated it with total reverence,’ recalled
Navy Capt. Kevin Wensing, who was
there. 'lt was a spiritual moment for eve-
rybody there.’

Junior Chavers, foundry operations
manager, said that when the trade center

steel first arrived, he touched it with his hand &me 'hair on my neck stood up.' ‘It had a bigmreato it
for all of us," he said. 'They knocked us down.yTban't keep us down.. We're going to be backhe T

ship's motto? 'Never Forget'

sSue & Dad
in Norway

Check out our lodge’s website for more pictures
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Leif Erikson Lodge 5—097 opened its’ June 14, 26@%ting at 2:10 p.m. with 15 members and
six guests—Lisa, the daughter of Bjorg Luppino had granddaughter, Kristin, and from Skjold
Lodge Keith Erikson, John Halverson, and Gene adi§ Kaczmarek. After the usual opening
ceremony the Song Nidelven was sung in Norwegime Minutes from May were approved with
one correction and there were no out-of-the orgitdts.
Communications: Arvid Carlsen sent a thank youlfiercards being sent to him. Secretary Joni
Hansen announced a new form to keep track of “S8erdiours” and “projects” of the members has
been received from SON in Minneapolis. The fornishe distributed and explained at the next
Lodge meeting.
Reports: Mariann Erlenbach reported that all the Norwegian National Leagudaedyte Mai Events were well attended and a great
success. A picture of our Lodge marching in theaéawas printed in one of the local newspapers.aBo reported a picture of
our Lodge at Vasa Park last September was print&thé Viking magazine. She reported that Therfiseof the Viking Ship will
be putting on a presentation on Jun&.28hd everyone was invited to attend to see whag@ss is being made.
George Hardisonreported that he will be meeting with the Catecerdur 108" Anniversary Dinner this week to decide what the
menu will be and what price we will be charging. &leo reported that he spoke with Roger Elmer'ssidon who said “Roger is
doing as well as can be expected” considering kekiag chemotheraphyrrank Fernandezreported that George Hardison was in
Glenview last week to receive an award from the diasfor being a Mason for Fifty yearsariann Erlenbach reported that peo-
ple do read our newsletter because one of Arvids€ais relatives read about his going into Norw&adk Home after having his
stroke. Arvid will be 95 years young the end of yl@@ar. He once taught Norwegian classes to ougé&od/i Covington said she is
Marilyn Halverson’s Cousin which was followed byligcussion of who is related to who in the Norwagiammunity!
George Hardisonannounced that anyone willing to help with the fD8nhniversary Dinner should speak up because aingeet
the Committee will probably be held in the sumnmeeti
Unfinished Business: A Thirty-Year Pin was awartieBjong Luppino. Her granddaughter, Kristin, has applied for thaske
Moro Norwegian Summer Camp. Kristin has been astiéell us what the Summer Camp is like and tdenain article for this
Newsletter so we all know.A motion was made by kréarnandez and seconded by Lee Hardison that@idgd match whatever
funds District #5 contributes to the Summer Cantme motion passed unanimousMancy Herak reported that she is in need of
Norwegian items for the Silent Auction for the ¥08nniversary Dinner. She would like all auctionnite brought to the September
meeting so she knows what she will have. FinarRegorts:Bill Covington reported that there is $6,990.00 in the treasury.
Remarks for the Good of the OrdeBeorge Hardisonannounced that at the Syttende Mai Parade, hisdateyhter wore a Bunad
that belonged to Carol Torgeson and the Hardungéh® Bunad was 100 years olflarah Lopezreported that she has a Bunad
that she would be willing to loan to someone inftitere. Nancy Herak reported that her daughter was married on May &
there were over 300 guests at the ceremony. Tigestidl not empty-nesters, even though they masedy from the kids because
they moved together with her mother, Joyce Joheeeloyce is no longer an empty-nester!
Someone commented that there were no left-ovetapskaus which the men of the Lodge cooked for MighDay last month
which speaks highly of the cooking skills of thermél'he closing song was God Bless America in hafiéilag Day today. The
meeting closed at 3:05 p.m. followed by Dinner arfdaffle and the next Meeting of Leif Erikson Lodg#l be Sunday, September
11", This month’s menu was Bratwurst, A Saurerkranitdish, Baked Beans, German Potato Salad, amd w#hious salads fol-
lowed by cake and ice-cream and chocolate-chipiesokostess in charge was Diane Wanner with asssst. ee Hardison, Vi
Covington, Mariann Erlenbach, and Joni Hansen.
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Life with Leif

Printed on a Bi-Monthly Basis
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The mission of
Sons of Norway is
to promote and
preserve the
heritage and
culture of Norway
and provide
quality insurance
and financial
products to its
members.
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