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George and family are in Alaska E-mail: rozeckardt@sbcglobal.net
and points north....he wishes each 18(5
of us a great Summer and a happy , " (&
Fall. After your summer vacation, E-mail: mee2804@juno.com
make certain to include Lodge 5( 3 "1 (
dates below on your calendar. -
Hope you all can attend Vasa Park
on September 7th.
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i Kalendar. Leif Erikson Lodge Meetings n
||
|
w SundaySeptemberldth, 2008 gynday, Sept. 7th Sunday October 12th, 2008 |=
B Social Begins at 1:30 PM VASA Park Social Begins at 1:30 PM :
N Call to Order at 2:00 PM Scandinavian Day Call to Order at 2:00 PM B
| Festival =
B Refreshments: _ Refreshments: ||
: Coffee and.... 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. Coffee and.... m
i -
N




Helen Semenek, July 16, 1924 to July 21, 2008

Leif Erikson lodge lost a dear and faithful membae
July 21, 2008. Helen Semenek was our Finaggial
Secretary for many years and a member for 18 \gars.
She will be greatly missed
by all. Helen became ill
and passed away after a
short illness. Our

condolences to her son

Eddy Orsahl. Her parents
were very active in the
Norwegian community and
she followed with her
many interests in her
heritage.

Burial was private.

VISIT LITTLE NORWAY

A contribution has been made to the Sons of
Norway Foundation in memory of Helen Se-
menek and Thomas A. Erlenbach by Robert
Newgard and Dianne Newgard-Tengesdal.






12

9
(1 (

711G

18(5 5

Joni Hansen

traveled this
summer with her daughter, son-in-law and
grandson to visit Norway. They visited North
Cape while on a Princess Cruise. Maybe she will
share her pictures and travellog with us again at
a future meeting.
Congratulations to Roz and Jeff Eckardt, who
have both retired this summer and are moving to
their new home in Anderson, S. C. We will miss
you and thank you from the Lodge for all the
support and hard work you have contributed
through the years holding office.
Jackie Clausen traveled with her family to
Minnesota and lowa for a family reunion. The
town was flooded out and quite changed from
their last visit.
From Nancy Herak: Mom & | had a great time
out in Dover, Del and Washington, DC at the end
of June. My nephew got married. We spent 2
days in DC, not enough, but it was great seeing
what we did: WWII memorial, Lincoln memorial,
Arlington Cemetery, etc. Maybe | can remember
to bring in some pictures. Our daughter Jennifer
is getting married in May of next year and there
will be so many things to do, she asked us to
come home earlier than this year. So it'll be a
short winter out there, but that's OK. Hope to see
you all at the Sept. meeting.
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September

8 JAMES PEDERSEN

18 DIANNE TENGESDAL
22 JUNE JOHANSEN

26 JENNIE VOLPERT

27 JUSTICE RIOUX

28 RUTH VENN

30 DARLINE RASMUSSEN
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Let's wish a very Happy Birthday to our September/
October birthdays of our

October

2 TOR ANDAAS

3 JAMES ECKARDT

5 THERESE HARDISON
11 MARY ADAMS

11 JEFF ECKARDT

15 VIRGIE LYNCH

22 K. BENDICSEN

22 DORIS ELMER

22 THORKIL WINTHER
24 KARSTEN ODLAND
28 KRISTINE PAPIENSKI
29 DEBBIE EYRICH




Barb Drew found this information on the internet and she pto¥ thinks back to how it was for our grand-
parents and perhaps our fathers and mothers. \Wem@sip wanted to move to America and becomeqgbart
it's future. We wanted to fit in, be successfldarn our new country’s language, and obey our cwmtry's
laws. We maintained our roots in the old countyydining organizations such as our lodge andp#sent
organization, the Sons of Norway. The followingtgfrom President Theodore Roosevelt is instrectiv

Theodore Roosevelt's ideas on Immigrants and being an AMERICAN in 1907.

'In the first place, we should insist that if the i mmigrant who comes here in good faith be-
comes an American and assimilates himself to us, he shall be treated on an exact equality
with everyone else, for it is an outrage to discrim inate against any such man because of
creed, or birthplace, or origin. But this is predic ated upon the person's becoming in every
facet an American, and nothing but an American...Th  ere can be no divided allegiance here.
Any man who says he is an American, but something e Ise also, isn't an American at all. We
have room for but one flag, the American flag... We have room for but one language here, and
that is the English language... and we have room fo  r but one sole loyalty and that is a loyalty

to the American people.'
Theodore Roosevelt 1907



The restoration and stabilization of our 1892 78-foot replica of the Gokstad Viking ship has begun. The replica was
manufactured from native black oak in Norway and sailed to America in April 1893 stopping in Newfoundland and New
York before arriving in Chicago for display at the Columbian Exposition in mid-July of that year. As part of a $52,000
grant, support frames of wood and steel will strengthen the structure and undercarriage so cables can be installed to pull
the ship’s sagging frame back to its original form. The ship is under a white tent in Geneva’s Good Templar Park.

USS New York

It was built with 24 tons of scrap steel from theWorld Trade Center .
It is the fifth in a new class of warship - desigretfor missions th at include special operations agast terrorists. It will carry
a crew of 360 sailors and 700 combat-ready Marings be delivered ashore by helicopters and assaultatdt.

Steel from the World Trade Center was melted dowin a foundry in Amite , LA to cast the ship's bav section. When it
was poured into the molds on Sept 9, 2003, 'thos@lrough steelworkers treated it with total revererte,' recalled Nav y Capt.
Kevin Wensing, who was there. 'lIt was a spiritual mment for everybody there.'

Junior Chavers, foundry operations manager, said tat when the trade center steel first arrived, he tached it with his hand
and the 'hair on my neck stood up.' ‘It had a big neaning to it for all of us," he said. 'They knockedis down.

They can't keep us down. We're going to be back.'

The ship's motto? 'Never Forget'

Some More Nautical News:Passengers aboard tHerwegian Cruise Lineon June 30 have a story to tell. While cruisimgptigh
rough seas off the coast of MassachusettdNtreregian Dawnanswered two distress calls, ultimately rescuig injured sailors
from two different sailboats in different partstbé Atlantic.

The first rescue occurred more than 200 mileshafdoast of Cape Cod, where a sailor onboard agaaiilboat was suffering from
shock and dehydration. Contacted by the U.S. G8aatd and being the closest ship in the area,8Be@t cruise ship maneuvered
along side the 40-foot sailboat and a small resessel was lowered. Despite strong winds and pogndaves, a three-person rescue
team was able to safely bring the sailor onboagdthwn, where he was treated by the ship's doctor.

Within 12 hours of the first rescue, the Dawn wasfied of another emergency almost 300 miles sadfitontauk, New York, where
a sailor was losing consciousness after sustamserious head injury. Again the only ship neatbg,Norwegian Dawn quickly lo-
cated the second sailboat, and, in the midst @fribeaiting weather conditions, lowered a rescué holling the same team who par-
ticipated in the previous rescue. The injured sailas taken onto the ship, where he received imatednedical attention.

Both men fully recovered, and were able to disetbastable condition when the ship reached Bermardduly 2. Congratulations to
the captain and crew of the Norwegian Dawn forrthifgi-saving actions.



$emembering Olson R"O

Olson Rug Company was established in 1874. The faatwing mill was located in Chicago at DiverseyeAand Pu-
laski. During the war era, when raw material wagse, people would send in their old wool rugssratpthing etc.
and Olson Rug would turn them into a beautiful atep

The family owned business was "the place" to bgg fior many years.

Alongside the factory was the renowned Olson Meatdtark. Walter E. Olson built the 22 acre park935. The pro-
ject took nearly six months to complete. About 82 of stone and 800 yards of soil were used$aranstruction.
Approximately 3,500 perennials were used along witmerous species of junipers, spruces, pinesr-&ita@ and an-
nuals. The park consisted of a stunning rock gardeck pond and 35-foot waterfall. Olson Park bezanpopular spot
for family outings. During the first Sunday aftés dedication Olson Park attracted as many as &@0rg per hour. In
1965, Olson Rug sold its building to Marshall Feelth the 1970s the waterfall was turned off aredgark dismantled
to make room for a parking lot.

Today, Olson Rug & Flooring is a Chicago base,tbieschain who's main business is retail residefiiar covering.
The Olson Rug stores sell a wide variety of cargeta rugs, hardwood flooring, laminate floorsaosc tile and vinyl
flooring.
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Life with Leif

Printed on a Bi-Monthly Basis

The mission of Sons
of Norway is to
promote, preserve,

and cherish a lasting
appreciation of the
heritage and culture
of Norway and other
Nordic countries
while growing
soundly as a
fraternal benefit
society and offering
maximum benefits to
its members.
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