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Eckardt drove over from Michigan and was
joined by his mother Gertrude Eckardt and
daughters and grandchildren. The farthest
travelers were Arlene and Frank
Fernandezson from Tampa Florida joined
| by their son Joe Fernandez from Lake
Villa, lll. 1 would like to thank all of you
that participated in the parade and made it
% one of the best parades.

8 At our June 8 meeting we had our
Secretary Nancy Herek and her Mother
Joyce Johnson back from Hendersen,
Nevada. Joyce reintroduced Miss Piggy to

SONS OF NORWAY
4 LEIF ERIKSON 0972
What a beautiful day we had for o cqjlect dollars for Foundation. Miss Piggy

Syttende Mai Parade in Park Rid¢ag peen off for a while so she was hungry.
There was a nice crowd lining tF\ye recently lost two people near and dear

Parade route and a really good tumn ' | ejf Erikson. The earliest death was
of marchers for Leif Erikson. A bitThomas Erlenback. Thomas was the 54
crowd of people really enjoyiniyesr old son of Marianne Erlenbach. He
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themselves packed the grounds at Cgieq at his home of the last 15 years in
Hall. And as always a good time W pghoa Hawaii. Thomas was related to

had by all. Our marchers came frc ghoyt 12 ormo re Leif Erikson members.

far and wide. Jon and Barba (Continued on page 2)

Kalendar: Leif Erikson Lodge Meetings

Note:
NO July or August Meetings:

Next meeting Sept. 14th.




(Continued from page 1)

From where | am at in life, this is much young to leave life, but when the call comes yowstanswer. Our prayers

and condolences to his many friends and family.

Last week we received notice of the passing ohg lone member and one of our best attendees. efuiske was a

good friend and truly gentle lady.

She always had a great big friendly smile for esagyshe met. We will miss seeing her at lodgedmulch. Again

our prayers and condolences to family and friends.
SINCE WE VOTED NOT TO HAVE MEETINGS IN JULY AND AUGST,

| hope to see all of you at the SeptembB&6€andinavian Picnic, and at our regular meetinGeptember 14 Please
remember to save and bring wrapped prizes for @li2r 1. Bingo after the meeting.

Have a beautiful and safe summer.

GEORGE E. HARDISON SR.
President

In Remembrance of Irene Marie Bjorvik

Born in Chicago, November 18, 1925 as the younfjexeo children to Gudrun & Konrad Knutsen, of

Norway, Irene was only 9, and her beloved brothals B2, when Gudrun passed away in 1933. Irene

had to grow up pretty fast, and with the care girlg friends and family lived at home until she neat

her sweetheart Kjell Amund Bjorvik in 194Trene retired from her position with McCullough Isazg

in 1990. A member of Grace United Church of Christ for otreee decades, Irene also served as a

Sunday School Teacher, on Church Council, JOY €irmhd as secretary to the church for 25

years. President, Committee Head, and Chorus nrenfitiee Grieg Ladies Chorus into 2002, Irene

Known to many for her Norwe-
gian cookies, famous chocolate
cakes and banana breads
Irene’s is a legacy that will
continue on in the hearts and
memories of the many whose
lives she touched, and her
descendents for decades to
come.

performed in countless concerts and walked in theial Norwegian Independence Day ParaHies.
dream of visiting the motherland was finally reatiavhen to celebrate her'®birthday—as well as a
successful outcome against her battle with canceere’s children presented her with a trip to Nor-

way. Following her second bout with cancer in 18986e went back to Norway—this time accompa-

nied by her brother and his wife.Loving mother afr&n (Robert) Burnett, Paul Arne (Loretta), Kristin
(Richard) Hately and John "Bucky" (Lynn); devoteth@mother to 11, and Great-grandmother (GG)ito

five; Irene could always be counted on to bringekier-growing family home each year to her Bjorvik

Family and Friends picnic held on the first Sundagach August.

Two Norwegian hunters from Minnesota got a pilot to fly them to Canada to
hunt moose. They bagged six. As they started loading the plane for the re-
turn trip, the pilot said the plane could take only four moose.

The two lads objected strongly, "Last year we shot six, and the pilot let us
put them all on board, and he had the same plane as yours."

Reluctantly, the pilot gave in and all six were loaded. However, even on full
power, the little plane couldn't handle the load and went down a few mo-
ments after take-off.

Climbing out of the wreck one Norski asked the other, "Any idea where we
are?"

"Yaaah I tink we's pretty close to where we crashed last year."
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July

11 SUE BARKER

15 RONNIE HOGELEE
16 HELEN SEMENEK

19 ROBERT NEWGARD
24 HELEN ZELASKO

27 JOAN SMEDBURG

28 BERNICE PETERSON

August

8 BJORGHILD LARSON
22 ROBERT ALSAKER
22 PAUL JOHNSON

23 BARBARA ECKARDT
23 KEVIN ELMER

24 ROBERT WEISHEIT
26 JON ECKARDT

26 NORMA SMITH
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While waiting for your birthday or Christmas holiga it took forever to arrive
when we were young. Now the days, months and yBay faster than we can
count. | became a Golden Menber of Sons of Nor@ayober of 2007. Thirty
years of very fond and great memories. | remembemitiation and the wel-
come | received from the members of Leif Eriksodg®. | felt that | was
among family from the first meeting.

My Grandparents heritage was always present itifmyTheir many friends
and family were always visiting and talking Norwegi | didn't speak the lan-
guage and always had a love for their music andetarMy first position at
Lodge was Foundation Director and that was vergessful. | also helped at

many banquets and fundraising events. | took Rokegnelasses, tried a bit of language

class. researched my family genealogy. | travidddorway five times and became more interestdceihErikson and
his journeys, Cleng Peerson and his interestingtsaand life. One year | visited Vesterheim Musu#dm Hostfest in
North Dakota, and Little Norway many times. Whekixg ships came to Boston and Chicago, | was tteegeeet
them. | began to do exhibits in local librarieggh as a viking lady and present childrens crafisstories. Also display
Norweigian culture at the Thompson Building downtowwas honored by recognition and chosen as Gvéardhall
of our 1997Syttende Mai parade. | have presentell eviews of Norwegian authors for DeLiSa a litgrgroup.

| was proud to be invited to shake the hand of NgyswKing and Queen when they came to visit. My lidd been en-
riched by being a delegate to the Fifth Districh@ention, having a wealth of friends in Sons of\Wway Lodges, a life
of pride in my heritage and a continuing interestiore subjects to explore.

Tusen takk for the last 30 years of friendshipeit Erikson Lodge .

Your Cultural Director, Mariann Leversen-Erlenbach

This is just a warning about something that happerg to my friend Denise.She was driving on I-88 in the right lane. She sz
not speeding. There was a lllinois Police carrgitin the right shoulder with the lights on. Théiaefr was sitting in the car. There was 1jo
one pulled over. She continued in the right lang @asssed him. She was immediately pulled ovehbybp and cited for Violating Scotf's
law which | found is a law that requires you to raawer (if Possible) to the left lane if an emeigewehicle is on the side of the road. $he
pleaded ignorance of the law but was given a tiaket was assigned a Mandatory court date for wétiehappeared. She spoke to the
judge and he asked her if she wanted a trial. Stoetsat she could not testify that she did conth®tviolation but that she was unawarg
of the law. She pleaded guilty and was fined $100.0
She thought that was it. Two weeks later she vedea notice from the Secretary of State thatibense has been suspended for 3 mofth:
because of this Violation. She spoke to the SegretiaState office as no one ever mentioned thatvebuld lose her license. As expecteq,
they did not care and if she wanted a hearing emtatter or a hearing to ask for a license to doweork, she could expect a hearing
date in about 3 months. Apparently, in 2007, tiagespolice issued Record Number of tickets for this offense.

Just wanted to warn everyone about this. Helestatli

This past June 12th weekend, 2008 | attended the &dNorway 49th Biennial Convention in Madis@visconsin as
an alternate delegate. Other years | had the hairtmeing a Delegate chosen to represent Leif Briksodge. This year
| intended to partake of everything during thogedtdays that | had missed in previous years. Maiwkanted to

report on the Cultural Skills Competition and tgketures. | attended the genealogy workshop, vietheghowing of "
An Immigrant's Trunk. Joined the Sangerfest, tdwklius tour to Little Norway. We had dinner andaawhat the
Madison Historical Musuem. | was able to attenddpening ceremonies, visit with old friends at eefbreaks, browse
the vendors area, and see the new offficers ladtdlalso enjoyed the unexpected surprises. dénstorms and flood-
ing didn't dampen our visit. The weather clearedfie times we ventured outside. | saw beautifaliorks from the
Middleton Fair, learned new Norwegian songs, maze fiiends and enjoyed the company of other Somsooivay
members from other areas. | congratulate Idun Lddgtheir very successful convention and alsormw President
Mary Bennett of Fifth district. It is a very revelaing experience to attend. Hopefully my pictured axtended report
on Cultural can be in the next issue.



THE SIGNIFICANCE OF SYTTENDE MAI
- THE 17TH OF MAY -By Ruell Solberg, Jr.
Syttende Mai has a similar significance in Norwaylaly 4th has in the United States of Americandtks the
country's declaration of independence and the piuof constitutional government. This day is alatied
Constitution Day and National Day and is a greangpfestival in Norway.

The following provides some background for why Negrans place such great emphasis on Syttende Meai. T
Norwegians have a proud and independent pastgdatim before the time of the Viking era, which viesm about
790 to 1050 A.D. when they were very prominent grehtly feared in much of the world. Unknown to maeople,
the Vikings established the oldest surviving pankat in the world at Iceland over a thousand yagosin 930 A.D.
So, many aspects of independence and self-govetrarepart of Norway's history from way back.

During the Viking era, much of present-day Norwagswinited from many local chieftains and many kitagsne
king. But, then after the Viking era, many regiolegders claimed the throne. There was over 10& y#&ivil wars
in Norway and soon north German merchants largatyrolled the economy. Norway became dependertt@m for
grain imports. Norway was weakened further unel blubonic plague killed about half to two-thirdsloé people in
the mid1300s.

Shortly after the plague, Margrete was the wifghefking of Norway, Haakon VI. She was also thegtiéer of the
King of Denmark. When her father died, Margretepwlas already the queen of Norway, became the ofiler
Denmark. Margrete's husband died soon thereaftdrshe became the ruler of Norway as well. Thenrghkéte was
elected to rule Sweden, also. So, Margrete uniteavily, Sweden, and Denmark with the power centiered
Denmark. But, Sweden broke away after about 12Esyiaal448.

Then, Norway grew weaker and Denmark grew stromgerway was even declared a Danish province. Dufirg
Napoleonic wars, Denmark sided with France ag&meat Britain. However, Britain was Norway's chigfding
partner at the time, so the Norwegians had a vfigudt time and many starved. After a while dugithose wars, the
Norwegians began to trade secretly with the Britighin and began to manage their own affairs.

During those Napoleonic wars, the Swedes weredallieh Great Britain and defeated Denmark. ThemrbDark
gave. Norway to Sweden. However, the Norwegiansdidecognize the treaty (of Kiel) that did thislanet and
drew up a constitution for an independent NorwayatTconstitution was adopted on May 17, 1814, ned&n
refused it and defeated the Norwegian troops. TRenyay was forced to accept the king of Swedetheis ruler
also.

But, after nearly 100 years of Swedish rule andsve@tween Norway and Sweden near the end of thet &ll but
184 out of 368,392 voters in Norway voted for inelegence in 1905; and it was granted.

In some respects, Norway being governed by Denmawagkthen Sweden would be similar to the state &a3 &eing
governed by the state of Oklahoma or Arkansas. i®wauld not like that.

It is easier to understand the rivalry between Ngrand Sweden because of the imposition governthehia
Sweden on Norway and the wars and other hard fgebetween them. Out of that, ethnic sayings beqapalar,
such as "a thousand Swedes, running through thdsyekased by one Norwegian."

Sent to us by Sons of Norway Valhall Lodge #5-168

Check out our lodge’s website for more information and pictures of our lodge’s activities
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BOOKBEAT: Norway. from the lush rolling farmland$ the South to the jagged
mountain peaks of the Lofoten Islands to a Lappritg village in the far North, photog-
rapher Don Riggott has captured the people and It in 62 pages of full color phor
tographs. The peak of the midnight
sun on Midsummer Night, skiers
and mountain climbers, traditional
costumed folk dancers, fishermen
and farmers, young and old are
representative of the photographs
creatively woven among excerpts
from traditional Norwegian poems
and folksongs making Norwegian
Light truly a tapestry of beauty.
Photographer Don Riggott has had extensive expariafith for-
eign assignments; his work has been used in eidnbias well as
publications and travel posters. Norwegian Lighswanceived
and produced by Don and his wife Kathy. It reflextsnique sen-
sitivity to Norway and its people. "Norwegian LigiA Visual
and Poetic Tapestry" is available through our lodgary.
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Life with Leif

Printed on a Bi-Monthly Basis
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The mission of
Sons of Norway is
to promote and
preserve the
heritage and
culture of Norway
and provide
quality insurance

and financial
products to its
members.
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