
What a celebration,what a party.  
Of Course I am talking about Leif  
Eriksons Centennial Celebhration. 
It does not get much better than 
this.  If this sounds like I am patting 
myself on the back, I am not.  I 
have so many  knowledgeable and 
competent people contributing to 
the final outcome of the day that it 

will be impossible to thank and 
identify each one. High on the list 
must be Joni Hansen, who supplied 
advice, decorations and the History 
board.  It is too long of a list to 
name each item in each facet that 
Joni helped out on.  Thanks go to 
Sarah Lopez who made the 
beautiful floral decorations for each 
table (11). Next is Nancy Herek and 
Joyce Johnsen who conducted the 
Auction from start to finish in a most 
professional way.  I am sure Les did 
his share behind the scenes.  Just 
like Mighty Mouse, one of the 
people who stepped in to save the 
day was Audrey Walsh, Cultural 
Director of the 5th District.  Audrey 
gathered the songs, printed them 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Kalendar: Leif Erikson Lodge Meetings 

November 8th 
2:00 p.m. 

 
Refreshments 

Please bring a plate to pass 

December 13th 
2:00  p.m. 

Committee: 
George E. Hardison 

will call with instructions. 
Christmas Celebration 
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and brought them down from Wisconsin for the sing-a-long.  She played the 
piano and assisting us in song was Julian Ronning an active member of 
Bjornsen Male Chorus and Minnekirke Church Choir and it worked out 
well. The Liekarring Dancers did a great job in a not so great space, but 
everyone enjoyed their dancing.  We were fortunate to have a new music 
group called The Chicago Spelmanslag Scandi Folk Music.  They played 
during and after dinner to everyone's delight.  A special thanks to all of the 
5th District Officers and spouses who supported us.  We have a list of 
speakers that looked like the elite of after dinner speakers of the Norwegian  
Community.  All I can do at this point is name them and their office. 
Paul Anderson - Norwegian Consul General,  Dan Rude - International  
President of the Sons of Norway.  Eivind Heiberg - Fraternal Director  
and now the CEO of Sons of Norway @ Minneapolis.  Jostein Bakken -  
International Director, 5th District.  Mary Jane Bennett - President of  
the 5th District.  Greg Ragan - Financial Benefits Counselor. Lorraine  
Straw - President of Friends of the Viking ship. I have run out of time  
and space and so I will say so long for now and Mange Tusen Takk to all  
named and to all not named I am sure will hear about it later. 
Have a Healthy Thanksgiving and a Blessed Christmas. 
 
George Hardison 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Summer Camp at Masse Moro 
  
At the September Meeting of Leif Erikson Lodge, Kristin Daly 
gave a presentation of crafts she had made at summer camp and 
an excellent report of what she did there.  Kristen received a 
scholarship helping to finance her two week stay at Masse Moro 
Norwegian Summer Camp close to Eau Claire, Wiscon-
sin.  There were 56 children between the ages of nine and fifteen 
years old at this camp--30 girls and 26 boys.  They stayed in cab-
ins and were required to speak Norwegian (or attempt to speak 
Norwegian) for breakfast, lunch, and dinner.  Beads were given 
as awards for speaking Norwegian.  They made nametags for 
themselves and their cabins using their Norwegian name--
Kjirsten.  They did a lot of Crafts and were also assigned to 
"chores" to help at the Camp.  Kristen said she has attended other 
Summer Camps but this was the "Best One Yet" and she hopes 
she can go back next summer.  One of her tie-died tee shirts has 
become her favorite tee shirt! 
  
In appreciation to our Lodge,  Kristen and her mother, 
Lisa,  brought beautiful cupcakes and soft drinks to the Septem-
ber meeting. 
Thank you Kristen, for your very nice report.   
 
Joann Hansen 
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     Mange Tusan Takk! To President Hardison and those on your committee  
for the Great 100th Year celebration dinner. Leif Erikson Members  
enjoyed meeting our Fifth District Officers and we thank them for taking  
the time to visit us. After a short meeting the Leikarringen "Heimhug"  
entertained us with some special dances. During the dinner we were  
treated with music from the Chicago Spelmanslag. After a 
very traditional Scandinavian meal we enjoyed some sing-a-
long and short speeches. Our Silent auction went smoothly 
and it was nice to have the support of our many guests. 

Thanks to all who took the time to share the 100th year celebration. Those occasions only come 
around every 100 years!!!!    
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Scandinavian Day Sept 13th,2009  
Vasa Park 
 
    "Velg" means choose in Norwegian and if one is an 
active Norseman or Lady that is what one has to do. 
Our meeting day and the Fest came on the same 
Sunday. This year our Scandinavian Fest was 
celebrating 30 years and I have reached 30 years in 
Leif Erikson Lodge. Now 32 years to be exact. I have 
not missed much in the 30 years! It was to be a very  
sunny and warm day, filled with fun, family and 
festivities. There are many reasons to spend the day 
enjoying traditional Scandinavian foods,  
crafts, games, entertainment and especially friends. 
There is always a church service in the morning, pony 
ride, music and dance, plenty of  something for 
everyone. This year it was plenty of new faces with  
interest in Nordic culture and heritage. I am glad I 
"velg" to be there and share mine.   

 
Check out our lodge’s website for more information and pictures of our lodge’s activities. 
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     Leif Erikson Lodge 5-097 opened its' September 13th, 2009 meeting with 17 members 
and four guests present--Gene and Tordis Kaczmarek from Skjold Lodge and Lisa Daly 
and her daughter Kristin.  After the usual opening ceremonies the song Nidelven was 
sung in Norwegian.�
����� President Hardison reported on the progress of Leif Erikson's 100th Anniversary din-
ner.  Speakers planning to attend are Dan Rude, SON International President, Jostein 
Bakken, International Representative of the Fifth District, Paul Anderson, Norwegian 
Counsel General; and Mary Bennett, President of the Fifth District.��
     The first person to purchase a ticket to the Dinner was Greg W. Ragan.  Greg is our 

representive who handles financial products and quality insurance from Sons of Norway and will set up a table at the 
Dinner so if anyone has any questions or would like more information on anything he will be there to help answer 
them.  Lorraine Straw will also be there to answer any questions from anyone about The Friends of the Viking Ship.�
������ Nancy Herak reported on items she has collected for the Silent Auction:-- flower arrangements from Nurseries, 
many Dinners from Restaurants, Wine-tasting gift certificates, admissions to Shedd Aquarium and the Planetarium, 
some Norwegian trolls, a Hardunger doilly, wine gift baskets, and many gift certificates for photographers, Norwegian 
merchants, as well as beautiful glassware.  She will be accepting donations from members up to the evening of the Auc-
tion.�
������ Mariann Erlenbach is representing our Lodge at VASA Park at the Scandinavian Festival today.  We thank her for 
her dedication to Sons of Norway and all of her help with our Lodge.�
������ Kristin Daly gave a very nice report at her Norwegian summer camp. (see attached article p. 2)�
������ Joni Hansen requested that members bake Norwegian cookies for the night of the 100th Anniversary Dinner.  The 
caterer will be providing rice pudding and an Anniversary cake has been ordered but to be a real authentic Norwegian 
Dinner, we should have some authentic Norwegian cookies..  The meeting ended with a Pizza Smorgasbord at 4:00 p.m.�
������ The next meeting of Leif Erikson Lodge will be 2:00 p.m. Sunday, October 11th at the Irish-American Center.�
������ Respectively submitted,   Joni Hansen, Secretary 

Congratulations to one of our oldest members who will be celebrating his 
95th birthday on December 23rd, 2009. Arvid Carlsen joined Leif Erikson 
Lodge in 1985 and became a very active member.  He was always suppor-
tive of our events and interest in our cultural programs. He took great pride 
in his Norwegian heritage and began to teach the language class at Lodge. 
He was active in singing groups and joined others to improve his viking 
knowledge.  
       Arvid was born in Chicago of Norwegian parents and attended Schurz 
High School, later graduating from Illinois Inst of 
Technology.  He served in the Army, June 1941-
1945 and was discharged with a Purple  
Heart Medal and many other ribbons and medals. 
He was wounded in Luzon in the South Pacific. 
       He was proud of his Norsk heritage and kept 
contact with family there in Norway. His Father 
August was born in Bodo and Mother Elvina was 

born in Sigerfjord. Arvid now lives at the Norwood Crossing and is able to attend 
their activities and enjoy new friends. It was great to see him at our Lodge 100th 
Anniversary dinner. We all wish the best of health to Arvid and Gratulerer Med 
Dagen from his many friends at Leif Erikson Lodge. 
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 November  

3 HARRIET PEDERSEN 
15 ROSANNE JOHANSEN 
18 KRISTEN ELMER 
19 DARLENE LOFTHOUSE 
20 CECILIA HEIMDAL 
22 WILLIAM COVINGTON 
22 IMERIO PAPALINI 
26 BARBARA DREW 
27 DIANE WANNER 
30 FRANK FERNANDEZ  

 December  
 
6 ROSEMARY GUBRUD 
6 BJORG LUPPINO 
7 LORRAINE NIELSSEN 
9 RAGNAR LUND 
16 JULIE LEA 
23 HAROLD BENDICSEN 
23 ARVID CARLSEN 
27 ROGER ERWIN ELMER 
29 JOHN PEKARIK  

����'(�����7�	�	�/�
�
�	�������������������	���������
Let’s wish a very Happy Birthday to our November/ 
December birthdays of our Leif Erikson members: 

 
Our Lodge has SIX  parking spaces for 
our meetings, BEHIND OUR BUILDING.  

Mike Calahan from the State Farm 
Agency that shares our structure has 

graciously offered them for our use on 
the  Sunday of our  

future meetings.  Thank You, Mike. 

Leif Erikson Day  
Wreath Laying Ceremony 
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Life with Leif 
Printed on a Bi-Monthly Basis 
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The mission of 
Sons of Norway 

is to promote and 
preserve the 
heritage and 

culture of Norway 
and provide 

quality insurance 
and financial 

products to its 
members.  

Nov/Dec 2009 


