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change. Leif Erikson Lodge sponsored
a booth as we have for many years.

In Memorium . Mainly manned by Marian Erlenbach,
. Joni Hansen and Lee Hardison - they
AR ¥ B all did a great job. Thank you, thank
you and lastly thank you from all of us.
$)' ) 0/) 0 : ., It is always a good day when you spend
' avos Ao _ 4 it rubbing elbows with a few thousand
1 /- people of Scandinavian ancestry or are
fgg'g,g;gg,@ |:JV37Y'- interested in Scandinavian culture. It
-2 4 . = has to be a great day. A portion of my
<) I (G Welcome to Fall. Before you read thi enjoyment is the food. My best _meal of
5 ( 2). 4 run, quick outside and look at the tre ]Eheddﬁy and %'mOE]E of the .yec';l]r 'ithel
/(66T Isn't that great - every year a free ried herring breakfast - it Is the best!
-2 .0 show. Before our September meeting The food, music, color, Viking village,

started, alot of people were talking arts and crafts booth can't be beat.
about the Scandinavian Picnic on the Come early and stay late. There was no

Fox River in Elgin sponsored by Vas: Money paid for this commercial. If you
Park. A good time was had by all. Th have not been to one of these picnics or

weather was almost perfect for a (Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1) 33 $) i 3) 6 )
have not been in awhile, go to next year's evérituly can't be beat. At )

our September meeting, two committees were formad L00%
volunteers. The first one was a nominating committeform and submit g E-mail: shungness@z6.com
slate of officers at our October meeting, to betelé into office at our
November meeting, to hold office for the next tvemys. The second Was | g4l g-hardy-son@msn.com
research and develop how and where we can hold/aneé prospective -

members breakfast or dinner. This has to be wooke:dvith the home !

office and Greg Ragen, our financial advisor. Wpeyavith some help  |“#3$ % % & '( ()
from our district representative, Cheryl Hall, ladllp gratefully appreciated *)Jr+8 67 = |

Our 100th Anniversary will be next year 2009. Wedtalked to Mary

E-mail: rozeckardt@sbcglobal.net

Bennett, the president of the fifth district. D@Psaid if we hold a dinner |y 7(-

in honor of the occasion in the late fall, probafbéar our meeting date of |, (&
October 11, 2009, the district board will try armlchtheir fall meeting at | E-mail: mee2804@juno.com
that time so they can attend any affair we holdc8iour last issue of Life| ~ (390

with Leif, we have lost a true part of our lodgerdation, Bestamor Gert

past from this life to another. Gertrude Hansendedkwas a true friend, not only to me but to esag/who
had the good fortune to have met her. Gert wasrabaein good standing for over 35 years and prgbabl
brought in more members, family and friends, thay a@her member | know. She had near perfect adiecel
and did whatever needed doing. She cannot be eghlaspent the last meeting looking up and dowth bo
sides of the hall for her smiling face and will pably do the same thing for years to come. My haitohyg is
getting so sloppy, even | can't read it. So, | aiitip. So please come on out to the lodge meegindsneet
some great people and enjoy yourself at the same &0 long for now. George

Gertrude Victoria Hansen-Eckardt:

Leif Erikson Lodge members extend their sympatheethe family of Gertrude Victoria Hansen-Eckatgt.
She passed away on September 2nd after a fulbfi@3 years. Gert had a loving family, grand- clelu

and many Great grandchildren. She rememberedabitthdays and special occasions with cards thed t
years. She was very proud of her Norwegian heritaggemade many trips to visit relatives in Norw@grt
supported our Lodge as a faithful Life member ar@lght many friends and family in to join. She we
many years as Secretary, Foundation chair, TrustdeConvention Delegate. Her home was always @pen
with welcome hospitality and delicious Norsk foo@e will be greatly missed by all who knew andeld

her. May she now rest in peace and God's Blessings.
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One of the highlights of attending the District @ention is viewing the
Cultural Skills Show exhibits by the Lodge membé&ngeryone should be
able to see the excellent work of the many talertgdants. Many hours
were spent on their projects. Rosemaling, paintihgedanger work, figure
carving, relief carvings, weaving, needle work,tkng, felting and also
photography. | was able to take photos of soméeptize winners and
those that attracted my attention as specialol aftended a short seminar on
Genealogy and heard many tips for researching fgouoily tree. Jerry
Paulson from the Norwegian American Genealogicat€ewvas the
presenter and afterwards stayed and helped gigemparinstruction. | also have a guide "Tracingryou
Norwegian Roots" and many books on the subjects ®dNorway Resources also has information on bW
page. Contact me for sources. Mariann-Levers@ambiach

% "% :

Virgie Lynch has moved to the town of annual Memorial service
Clifton, also known as Norway in Texas. for members who have
"The Norwegian Capitol of Texas". "The passed away in the last
Senate of Texas confirms that Clifton is year. Also, Joni Hansen
The Norwegian Capitol of Texas", signedwill host a lite repast in
and dated May 9th, 1997. Cleng Peersoi®vember. In December,
story of how he ended up in this remote we will hold our annual
town of Clifton is long and intricate. He Christmas Dinner, hosted
was known as the Godfather of the this year by George E.
Norwegian emigration to the U.S., the  Hardison. We will work
first trip in 1921 from Stavanger. The 54-out a menu and let
foot-long "Restauration brought the first everyone know what they
pioneers across to New York in 3 long should bring. Wishing all
months. He also settled Norway, Ill. and of you A Very Merry
there is where we know of the families Christmas and a Happy
who arrived with him. A musuem and  New Year.
cemetary tell their story in that area. He
settled in Clifton in 1850 and died there Glad to see Dianne
in 1865. Newgard and Roger Elmer
return to our Oct meeting.
Our November meeting will contain our Congratulations to the
Clawson
Family, they
were finally
delivered a
Baby Boy.

A tusen takk for our Newsletter donations by

Helen Wisted




Member Barb Drew passes along some pictures of the Chicago Flood Sept 19th 2008 Albany Park, Rt. 53 near the Mor-
ton Arboretum, and River Road in Des Plaines. How did your neighborhood survive?

George passes along this picture of his grand-son, George, now living in Sitka,
Alaska at a recent celebration of Alaska’s purchase from Russia in 1868.
Anyone recognize the woman toward the middle of the picture?

Check out our lodge’s website for more information and pictures of our lodge’s activities.
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Vasa Park 2008



Member Helen Wisted passes along a little story torwegian Logic: A Norwegian walks into a NYC
bank and tells the loan officer that he is gomdNbrway on business for two weeks and needs tmwor
$5,000. The bank officer tells him that they widled security for the loan, so the Norwegian Banwr the
keys to his new Ferrari. The car is parked orstheet in front of the bank. The Norwegian produbes title
and everything checks out. The loan officer agteeaccept the car as collateral for the loane Gdnk's
president enjoys a good laugh at the Norwegiamngorg a $250,000 Ferrari as collateral again,ad®
loan. An employee of the bank then drives thedfemto the bank's underground garage and patksre.
Two weeks later, the Norwegian returns, repay$#600 and the interest, which comes to $15.Fhe
loan officer says, "Sir, we are very happy to hiaad your business, and this transaction has waslkedery
nicely, but we are a little puzzled. While you eeway, we checked you out and found that yoa aneilti-
millionaire. What puzzles us is, why would you bathto borrow $5,000?" The Norwegian replies: 8i¢h
else in New York City can | park my car for twoeks for only $15.41 and expect it to be there whee-
turn?"  Ah, ya gotta love those Norwegiansa, Sure, you betcha!

|( 6 A bit of Norway:
. In June work was stopped at Jernbanetorget, thieatéslo train
station, which was then under renovation, aftq;daarcheologicil
Let's wish a very Happy Birthday to our November/ discoveries were made there. Among other thingsvarcs tha
December birthdays of our Leif Erikson members: probably fell or was thrown overboard from a boathe 1700S
Archeologists have excavated wooden constructiotenads tha
November December . : n
E— E— may date from the 1700s, making them the firstddugs on thq
3 HARRIET PEDERSEN 6 ROSEMARY GUBRUD i i i i
75 ROSANNE JOLANSEN 6 BIome LUPPING train station site. The area was a good harbdn.eattimez accord
18 KRISTEN ELMER 7 LORRAINE NIELSSEN Ing to the Norweglan Maritime Museum. The discoesmade thp
19 DARLENE LOFTHOUSE 9 RAGNAR LUND first week lay no deeper than one meter under tbergl level
20 CECILIA HEIMDAL 16 JULIE LEA ; oAy :
52 WILLIAM COVINGTON 23 HAROLD BENDICSEN The team of archeqlo_glsts will dig in an area q@r@mmately 5(
22 IMERIO PAPALINI 23 ARVID CARLSEN meters square. This is an area where little ex@avdtas beep
26 BARBARA DREW 27 ROGER ERWIN ELMER done previously, and therefore is of great histdriaterest.

27 DIANE WANNER 29 JOHN PEKARIK
30 FRANK FERNANDEZ




This is the list of pins that were given out at
the October SON meeting. The last Official
Pinning Ceremony was held in January 2004
so some of these pins were “overdue”

because the people getting them were not a

that meeting. If anyone thinks they deserve p

pin and did not get it, tell them to contact m¢g
(e-mail: joann.hansen@worldnet.att.net or

Telephone: 1-630-969-5477) and | will checII
their record and correct it at the November

Our Lodge has SIX new parking spaces for
our meetings, BEHIND OUR BUILDING. Mike
Calahan from the State Farm Agency that
shares our structure has graciously offered
them for our use on the Sunday of our future

meetings. Thank You, Mike.

meeting.

Bill Covington 25-yr.pin

Vi Covington 25-yr.pin

Doris Afdahl Elmer 30-yr.pin

Karen Elmer 5-yr. pin

Roger A. Elmer 5-yr.pin

Roger E. Elmer 30-yr. pin
Mariann Erlenbach 25 and 30 yr.-pin
Nancy Herak 10-yr.pin

Joni Hansen Past president pin
Joyce Johnsen 25-yr. pin

Julia Lea 20 and 25 yr.-pin

Bob Newgard

5-yr.pin

Edward Orsahl 10-yr. pin
Kristine Papienski 5-yr.pin
Susann Papienski 10-yr.pin
Dianne Tengesdal 5-yr.pin

| need to order more pins, but others who
would have received them today are:

Beverley Farina 5-yr
Stanley Hungness  5-yr.pin
Susan Hungness 5-yr. pin
Jackie Clausen 20-yr.pin

Leif Erikson Day wreath laying October 12, 2008

Just after the publication deadline for Life with Leif and after the passing of Helen Semenek, | received a hand writ-
ten response from Helen. We had talked about her doing a series of articles highlighting memories from years ago
involving Norwegian organizations and the good times they made possible. She, in addition, would encourage oth-
ers to contribute articles to LWL as well. Her first and only remembrance follows. Stan Hungness, editor.

From the Past- In the 1930’'s a few years ago. Norm a Jacobs and | were remembering the past. Doyour e-
member when the Norwegians opened Riverview Park on May 17th? Everything was open— games, sides,

the Beer Garden- Our parents took us out of school for the day. It was so special for us—The people  were
dressed for the big occasion. Mom and my God-mothe  r in their white outfits. Do you remember?

Helen Semenek
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Life with Leif

Printed on a Bi-Monthly Basis
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The mission of
Sons of Norway
IS to promote and
preserve the
heritage and
culture of Norway
and provide
quality insurance
and financial
products to its
members.
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