
A warm greeting to all of our members 
and friends still up North in the snow belt, 
and to all of you in the South of the 
Mason Dixon Line enjoying all of the 
balmy weather.  We have made our annual 
financial contribution to the  
Barnaberkie held each year in Hayward 
Wisconsin.  As every year the road to 
Hayward is paved with good intentions 
to attend, but as time gets closer to starting 
time they melt just like the snow, and I 
never get up there. Maybe next year. 

In January we lost another link in our 
fraternal chain that binds us.  Roger Elmer 
Sr. passed on.  He was for many years 
a part of the backbone of our lodge.  He 
was also a tried and true friend for almost 
40 years.  Roger left a void that will  
not be filled.  Our heartfelt condolences go 
out to Doris and the whole Elmer family. 
The Corn Beef and Cabbage Dinner will be 
held at the Svithoid Hall, our regular 
Meeting Hall,on Sunday March 14th  
our regular meeting day.  Meeting at 2:00 
p.m., Dinner at 4:00 p.m.  Cost is $25 per 
plate.  Children 6 and under free. 
Please call Lee Hardison  1-773-772-8221 
for reservations before March 7th.  The 
reason we are not having it at the Irish 
Center is the Irish Parade will be on March 
13th.  With a big party to follow the Parade 
the Irish Center will not be ready for our 
group. 
We voted to have a unit in the 17th of May 
Parade in Park Ridge.  We will have the 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Kalendar: Leif Erikson Lodge Meetings 
 

March 14th 
Corn Beef & Cabbage Dinner 

 
Call to Order at 2:00 PM 

Dinner at 4:00 p.m. 

April  11th 
Troll Party  

Open Face Sandwiches 
Social Begins at 1:30 PM 
Call to Order at 2:00 PM 
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Antique Cars in our unit this year for all of the non-walkers.  The 
parade starts at 1:00 p.m. but be there at 12:30 p.m. and bring the 
children and grand children for a great day to celebrate our heritage. 
Skjold Lodge will celebrate their 100th Anniversary on April 10th at 
the Wellington in Arlington Heights.  We should support this great 
occasion.  Reservations a must, so call Lois Amack at 1-847-732-0541. 
The 5th District Convention will be held on June 9th, 10th, and 11th 
near Milwaukee Wisconsin.  Our delegates will be Joni Hansen, Jeff 
Eckardt and Roz Eckardt.  The alternates are Lee Hardison, Sarah 
Lopez and Marianne Erlenbach.  The Convention is open to all 
members, its only 100 miles away and it is a learning experience for all 
of us.  There will be a Home Office dues increase of $3.50 per member.  
There has not been an increase in a number of years and all expenses go up and up all the time - so an increase must be 
expected.  Its time to fill out the forms for Summer Camp.  If you have a child or grandchild between the ages of 9 and 
15 and are interested please call me.     See you in March.  George E.Hardison 

(Continued from page 1) 
 SAVE THE DATE 

 
Chicago Area Friends of Vesterheim 

Nordic Marketplace & Luncheon 
Saturday, March 20, 2010  
Park Ridge Country Club 

Park Ridge, Illinois 
 

Proceeds benefit: Vesterheim 
Norwegian-American 

Museum, Decorah, Iowa 

VASA PARK 
2010 

Festival DATES 
 

Saturday, March 6 
Scandinavian Tales 

Dinner Dance 
Call 630-852-0598 

 
Saturday, April 24 

Valborg Day 
 

Saturday, August 14 
Steak Fry 

with Crayfish Sampling 
 

Sunday, September 12 
31st Annual 

Scandinavian Day Festival 

Hand painting done by an African artist who takes u p to ten hours 
to complete one of these paintings, then photograph s and sells 

the prints —- then washes his hands and starts over  again. 
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Mariann Leversen-Erlenbach, Cultural director  
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In Memoriam:  Roger Elmer Sr. 
 

Our condolences to the family of Roger Elmer.  He passed away at 
 the age of 89 years.  He served in WWII, was a Bronze Star and 

  Purple Heart Recipient, 9th Infantry Division.  Beloved husband of 
  Doris. Both members of Leif Erikson Lodge since 1972.  They had 
  three sons and 5 grandchildren. He will be missed and was very 

  active in our Lodge and other Norwegian activities. 
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Joann Hansen found this link to  HMKG 04 Norwegian Military Tattoo, a drill team extraordinaire.  The 
you tube presentation takes about eight minutes.  While there, check out the other tattoo units.  Check it out. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7gS7iq3S1ME&feature= PlayList&p=D3B9811A960ED438   
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Leif Erikson Lodge #5-097 opened it’s February 14th, 2010 meeting at 2:13 p.m.with twenty-
one members present, including Roz and Jeff Eckardt from South Carolina. The usual opening 
ceremonies were followed with the Opening Song “Let me Call you Sweetheart” because of the 
Valentine Day Holiday. There were no out-of-the-ordinary bills presented. 
Correspondence :  Mary Bennett , Fifth District President, sent a reminder letter that the an-
nual Lodge of the Year Reports are due. Information on Masse Moro Summer Camp and Sons 
of Norway scholarship information for the camps was displayed on the back table.  A letter 
from Ski for Light was received thanking us for our support. A letter from Vasa Park announc-
ing that Scandinavian Day would fall on our regular meeting Day, September 12th was re-
ceived.  Discussion of whether there will be a meeting at Svithiod Lodge was tabled until next 

month. Norwegian National League announced that Sunday, May 16th would be the Syttende Mai  Parade in Park Ridge.  Jeff 
Eckardt made a motion that our Lodge again have the Antique Cars as a part of our Unit in the Parade for $200.00.  The Mo-
tion was seconded and carried.  Roz Eckardt made a motion that our Lodge put an Ad in the NNL book was seconded and 
carried.  Vi Covington volunteered to accept donations for a Well Wishers page for the book.  The cost for each line would be 
$2.00. A notice about Skjold’s 100th Anniversary Dinner and Raffle Tickets for April 10th was read.  A Letter about Vesterheim 
sponsoring a Dinner on March 20th was read. 
Reports:   Our Annual Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner catered by Harrington’s was discussed.  The cost will be $25.00 and 
it will be held on our regular meeting day  Sunday, March 14th.  At this time it was not known if it would be held at the Irish Cen-
ter or our regular meeting place, Svithiod Lodge. 
New Business:   Three Delegates were elected to represent our Lodge at the Fifth District Convention to be held June 9-12 in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin --  George Hardison, Jeff Eckardt, and Roz Eckardt,  The three Alternates elected were Lee Hardison, 
Sarah Lopez, and Mariann Erlenbach.  A motion to  pay the Delegates the same as we did two years ago was made , sec-
onded, and carried. A Dues increase was discussed which was also reported in the last issue of The Viking magazine.  The 
increase will be $3.50 per person, $1.50 per spouse, and $1.75 for others. 
Remarks for the Good of the Order:   George Hardison thanked Roz and Jeff Eckardt and Bob Petersen for their contribu-
tions of bottles of Aquavit for our meetings.  He also reported that Carl Hansen, a longtime member of the Cook County Board, 
had passed away and his obituary was on the back table with information from other Lodges. Doris Elmer and her son thanked 
everyone for their condolences for Roger and said the family appreciated their sympathy.  Joni Hansen announced that Jackie 
Clausen had volunteered to head a Calling Committee to call those interested in Member news or reports of Death. A sign-up 
sheet will be circulated at next month’s meeting. Doris Elmer reported that she had written a note in response to a question in 
the Viking Magazine from the Department of Linguistics and Scandinavian Studies at the University of Oslo on how children 
learned their Norwegian language from their Parents.  She received a letter and is expecting a visit from someone in the near 
future who wants to hear her experience. Stanley Hungness reported that his Mother had such a good dialect that when they 
visited Norway the Norwegians wanted to hear her speak.  A lively discussion followed on how almost every valley in Norway 
has a different dialect and Roz Eckardt volunteered that in South Carolina she even had trouble understanding people speak-
ing English because of their heavy Southern accents. 
Because it was Lodge Norwegian Sweater Day  the Business Meeting was adjourned so Stanley Hungness could take pictures 
of  the members wearing their Norwegian sweaters followed by Sarah Lopez giving a Presentation on her experience at the 
Concordia Language School and then a Supper of Open-faced Sandwiches followed by a Raffle. 
The next meeting will be held March 14th at Svithiod Lodge or the Irish Center for the Corned Beef and Cabbage  Dinner and 
St. Patrick’s Day Party.Respectively submitted,  Joann J. Hansen, Secretary, with the assistance of Lee Hardison 
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Leif Erikson Lodge #5-097 
invites you to join us for  

The Leif Erikson Lodge 
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March 14th, 2010  
 

Social and Meeting 2:00 p.m. 
Dinner Served 4:00 p.m. 

 

Svithiod Hall 
5516 W. Lawrence Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 
 

Plenty of Free Parking on the street, behind the hall, and at Jewel 

Please place  
Reservations—ASAP 

 

Vi Covington 708-788-0316 
or 

Lee Hardison 773-772-8221 
 

$25 per person 
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Our lodge’s sweater picture for 2010.  Want to see it in glorious COLOR.  Visit our website.  You can also download a copy. 

Check out this new tool, Google Translate — you’ll be glad you did!! 
I just discovered a tool that you might all be interested in trying for yourself.  However, let me tell you a short story first.  
When I was young, my mother and grandmother made rommegrot for our family on holidays.  In preparation, we went 
from our home in Chicago to visit an uncle who lived in Wisconsin.  The key ingredient could not be found in Illinois at 
the time.  While there we purchased six to eight quart bottles of heavy whipping cream from a roadside farm stand.  My 
mother shared these among the several relations living in Chicago at the time.  My mother would rise early, usually on a 
Saturday,  to start preparing the pudding, she would start with the heavy whipping cream by pouring it into a large Dutch 
oven, on a very low heat would stir carefully for five to six hours until the cream was separated into a brown curd and a 
clear yellowish oil.  She carefully removed the brown curd and some of the yellowish oil.  To the remainder, she added 
flour  salt, more cream and other ingredients stirring carefully for some time.  The mixture was spooned into many 
smaller bowls to set.  Just prior to serving, the brown curd and yellow oil was spooned into dimples made with a tea-
spoon on top of the pudding base.  A sprinkling of sugar and cinnamon followed.  Delicious!! 
 
If you are still with me, you are wondering what all this has to do with a computer tool that you might want to investigate 
for yourself, stay with me.  Recently I came across several packages of Rommegrot and thought I would mix up a batch 
and enjoy.  I did not notice the instructions were in Norwegian, and as a non-speaker, I could not figure out what I 
needed to do to make this pudding. 
 
Enter Google and the Internet.  The tool I am referring to is Google Translate and is available for you to use, FREE.  It 
is just one of many free Google tools that you may use.  All you need to do is type or copy text into the Google Translate 
window and you will hear clicking as the tool translates your Norwegian into English or any of the many languages avail-
able.  Check it out, you will be happy you did.  Also, for those native speakers, check out a few sample translations and 
see how accurately Google translate works on your practice text.  If Google translate goofs, you can input the correct 
translation and submit it to Google who will incorporate your input into it's product to benefit the millions of non-speakers 
such as myself with future translations.  Now I use this Rommegrot mix that has most everything in it, following the trans-
lated instructions I got from Google Translate , however, the taste is close but not quite as I remember, it must be the 
loving time my mother added as she worked those long hours over the stove.   Stan Hungness, editor. 
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a little in English... 
Norwegian Mother’s Day – the Second Sunday in 
February 
 
Mother’s Day is an American invention, dating to the sec-
ond Sunday in May in 1907. That was when the first Me-
morial Mother’s Day Meeting was celebrated in a Method-
ist church in West Virginia after the initiative of one 
woman as a personal memorial day for her own mother. 
The year after she sent out an appeal to make this Sunday a 
general holiday for all mothers, and her appeal was taken 
up by other Methodist churches and later spread from there.  
In Norway the custom of Mother’s Day was first intro-
duced in a Methodist church in Bergen, possibly as early as 
the first world war. But the first breakthrough for an offi-
cial mother’s day was an initiative from Dorothea 
Schjoldager (1853-1938) and Karen Platou (1897-1950) in 
Oslo. In the years between the two world wars they worked 
to get a mother’s day in Norway set for the second Sunday 
in February, possibly because Norway has so many holi-
days in May.  
From being a day arranged by religious organizations the 
occasion has in later years become a day for the family. In 
Norway, father and children wait on mother on this day. 
The day can be celebrated with breakfast in bed, flowers, 
dinner at a restaurant or a nice card. Mother’s Day has also 
become highly commercialized due to the marketing of 
Mother’s Day cakes, flowers and gifts. Kindergartens and 
schools support the tradition by having children make cards 
and presents for their moms.  
Adapted from the book “Merkedager”  
by Ann Helene Bolstad Skjelbred 
  
 

litt på norsk... 
Morsdag. Andre Søndag I Februar 
 
Morsdagen er en amerikansk oppfinnelse, datert til den an-
dre søndagen i mai i 1907. Da ble den første Memorial 
Mothers Day Meeting feiret i metodistkirken i West-
Virginia etter initiativ av ei kvinne som en personlig min-
nedag for hennes mor. Året etter sendte henne ut en 
oppfordring om å gjøre denne søndagen til en almen min-
nedag for alle mødre, og oppfordringen ble fulgt av andre 
metodistkirkene, og har senere bare vokst i utbredelse.  
I Norge ble skikken med mors dag innført først i en meto-
distkirke i Bergen, sannsynligvis så tidlig som under første 
verdenskrig. Men gjennomslag for en offisiell mors dag ble 
det først med et initiativ fra Dorothea Schjoldager (1853-
1938) og Karen Platou (1897-1950) i Oslo. I mel-
lomkrigsårene arbeidet de for å få en morsdag i Norge lagt 
til andre søndag i februar muligens fordi vi i Norge har 
mange festdager i mai. 
Fra å være en dag arrangert av religiøse organisasjoner har 
skikken blitt en dag for familien. I Norge, far og barn 
oppvarter mor på denne dagen. Dagen kan merkeres med 
frokost på sengen, blomster, middag på restaurant eller et 
koselig kort. Morsdagen har etter hvert blitt en stor kom-
mersiell høytid gjennom markedsføring av morsdagskake, 
morsdagsblomster og morsdagsgaver. Barnehager og skoler 
opprettholder tradisjonen ved å sette barna til å lage kort og 
gave til mor. 
Adoptert fra boka Merkedager av Ann Helene Bolstad 
Skjelbred 

Fiskesuppe (Fish Chowder) 
From The Norwegian Kitchen 
4 large stalks of celery 
½ cup salt pork 
1 medium onion 

1 - 1 ½ cup fish meat 
Cream Sauce: 
¼ cup butter 
2 heaping Tbsp. of white flour 
2 cups milk 

Gratulerer med dagen 
The Leif Erikson Birthday List 

 March  

4 OSA ENGEBRETSON 
4 JOYCE JOHNSEN 
9 INGRID TUNTLAND 
11 WILLIAM SMEDBURG 
12 LEE HARDISON 
14 PAM SEEFURTH 
20 KAREN ELMER 
20 KATHRYN ENGELSTAD 
22 LORAINE GUSE 
23 ELEANOR JOHNSON  

    April  

3 MARIANN ERLENBACH 
5 JUDY RADLEIN   
8 MICHAEL HARDISON 
9 CAROL FORSYTHE 
9 KARL SMEDBURG 
12 CARLA SANBORN-JONES 
13 KENT ELMER 
20 VIOLA COVINGTON 
20 GEORGE HARDISON 
25 AARON SYRDAHL 
26 KAREN LEE MURRAY 
27 HANS WANNER 
29 CASPER JOHNSEN 
30 JACKIE CLAUSON  

Clean and dice 4 large stalks of celery. Cook in small amount of 
water until tender. Dice ½ cup (1 1/4 dl) of salt pork and fry gen-
tly, but well. Dice one medium onion. Make cream sauce with cof-
fee cream. Dilute with fish broth, resulting in a rather thick sauce. 
Then add celery and water in which it was cooked, the fried salt 
pork, and diced onion. The final addition is 1 to 1 ½ cups (2 1/2 to 
3 3/4 dl) fish meat. Cook gently for 30 minutes. When serving, 
sprinkle individual bowls with fresh, chopped chives. 
Cream Sauce: Melt ¼ cup (1./2 dl) of butter, add 2 heaping table-
spoons of white flour and blend. Dilute gradually with 2 cups (5 
dl) milk until desired thickness. Simmer 7 to 8 minutes. Season to 
taste. 

 



Stan Hungness, Editor 
1437 N. Washington St. 
Naperville, IL 60563 

Elvesund #593  
St. Michael’s Church, 500 E. 31st. St., 
LaGrange Park, IL - 4th Sunday - 3 PM 
 
Fjordland #606  
Shepherd of the Hills Church, Green St 
McHenry, IL -  2nd Wednesday - 7 PM 
 

Fosselyngen #82  
Norway House -  7507 W. Oklahoma  
Milwaukee, WI - 4th Friday - 7 PM 
except May & Aug. 3rd Fri. 7 PM 
 
Circle City Lodge #614  
King of Glory Lutheran Church 
2201 E. 106th St.,., Carmel, IN 
2nd Friday -  6:30 PM 

Skjold #100  
Bethel Lutheran Church- Hospita lity Rm 
3839 W. Frontage Rd, Palatine, IL 
4th Friday -   7:30 PM 
 
Valhall #168  
YMCA Log Lodge 
200 Y Blvd., Rockford, IL 
1st Thursday—6:30 p.m. 
 
Trollhaugen #417  
American Legion Hall -  433 E. 157th St 
South Holland, IL - 4th Friday - 7 PM 
 
Polar Star #472  
St. Olaf Church - 1233 Douglas Rd 
Montgomery, IL -  1st Sunday - 1 PM 
 
Cleng Peerson #525  
Norway Community Bldg. 
3654 N. Illinois 71, Ottawa, IL 
3rd Sunday - 2 PM 

To Sum it Up ….  
Other Local Lodge Meetings 

N E XT  D E AD LIN E : 
SUN  APRIL 18TH , 2010 
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SO N S O F  N O R W A Y  I N T ER N A T I O N A L  
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Websites:  

Leif Erikson Lodge: www.leiferikson5-097.org 

The mission of 
Sons of Norway 

is to promote and 
preserve the 
heritage and 

culture of Norway 
and provide 

quality insurance 
and financial 

products to its 
members.  


