
Welcome to almost Spring. As I write 
this the temperature went way over 60 
degrees. Now, I know it is not Spring 
but it feels like it is. With the weather 
so nice you all should come out and 
join us at a meeting. We have installed 
a new line of officers (some not so 
new). Come on out and support them 
and YOUR Lodge, you might like it.  
We have changed some meeting dates. 
Namely April 12th (Easter Sunday) to 

April 5th, and May 10th (Mothers Day) 
to May 3rd. As has happened in the last 
few years, the Men will prepare and 
serve the meal whatever it is. Speaking 
of dinners, our annual Corn Beef and 
Cabbage Dinner will be held on Sunday 
March 8th which is our regular meeting 
day. The dinner will be at the Irish 
Heritage Center at 4606 N. Knox Ave., 
one block east of Cicero Ave. Business 
meeting at 2:00 p.m. and dinner will be 
served at 4:00 p.m. RESERVATIONS 
MUST BE MADE BEFORE MARCH 
2ND. 
There will be a raffle and we welcome 
any White Elephant you would like to 
donate. Last years raffle action was 
really fun time for all in attendance. 
We will have our unit in the May 17th 
parade and have asked the Chain of 
Lakes Antique Car Club to join us to 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Kalendar: Leif Erikson Lodge Meetings 
 

March 8th 
Corn Beef Dinner 

Call to Order at 2:00 PM 
Dinner at 4:00 p.m. 

April  12th 
 

Social Begins at 1:30 PM 
Call to Order at 2:00 PM 
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help us with our non-walkers. This works great as 
everyone loves these old beautiful cars, 
whether you are walking or just looking. As always, 
we gather at 12:00 p.m. and step off at 1:00 p.m. near 
Talcott and Cumberland. Come on down and have a 
great time. 
We have started plans for our 100th anniversary in 
October. Everyone is looking forward to a once in a 
lifetime affair. 
Once again I hope to see and greet each and everyone 
of you at our meeting, or dinner, so for now so long. 
 
George 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Sven and Ole are walking down a street in Madison, Wisconsin, when and they see a sign on a store that reads, 
"Suits $5.00 each, shirts $2.00 each, trousers $2.50 per pair." 
 
Sven says to his pal, "Looky here! We could buy a whole gob of dese, take 'em back to Duluth, sell 'em to our friends, and make a 
fortune.   Now when we go in dere, you be quiet, okay? Just let me do da talkin' 'cause if dey hear your accent, dey might tink we're 
ignorant, and try to cheat us.  Now, I'll try not to sound like we're from Minnesota." 
  
They go in and Sven says with his best Wisconsin accent, "I'll take 50 of them suits at $5.00 each, 
100 of them there shirts at $2.00 each, and 50 pairs of them there trousers at $2.50 each. 
 I'll back up my pickup and ..." 
  
The owner of the shop interrupts, "You're from Minnesota, ain't you?" 
  

"Well...yeah," says a surprised Sven, "How'd you know dat!" 
 
 "Because this is a dry-cleaners."  
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Many thanks to our current Editor Stanley and the many in the past years, as 
we have a very interesting newsletter called Life with Leif. They don't often 
hear the many compliments on their hard work to inform us in every issue 
of the Norwegian community. Stories, jokes, recipes, lodge news and events 
are the usual items. Wonderful pictures. How many of those who receive a 
copy would miss its arrival? How many members would like to let us know 
what they like to read. Postage is going up again and the expense is always 
mounting for printing our many copies sent out. Do you pass on an 
interesting copy? I received a phone call from a friend who was in my 

confirmation class. Which is a very long time ago. She saw my name in a past copy saved for her from a 
family member. He is a Life member. There are many members who have moved and unable to attend due to 
many reasons we don't know about. We would appreciate hearing that you enjoy your copy of Life with Leif. 
Our editor may even print your letter in the next issue. Even a post card will do. We need your support amd a 
response will be appreciated. Tusen Takk, Mariann Leversen- Erlenbach, Cultural, Publicity Director  
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

Leif Erikson Lodge #5-097 
celebrates it's100th 

Anniversary 
 

Sunday, October 11th 
4:00 p.m. at the 

Irish American Heritage Center  
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Prizes are needed for our 

White Elephant Raffle on March 9th.  
 

We appreciate those members who are so generous  in donating the items for our  
raffle and help support our Lodge events.  Prizes this year should not be wrapped,  

and will be displayed on large tables. 
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Put your car keys beside your bed at night. If you hear a noise outside your home or someone trying to get into your 
house, just press the panic button for your car horn. The alarm will be set off, and the horn will continue to sound until 
either you turn it off or the car battery dies. 
 
This tip came from a neighborhood watch coordinator.  Next time you come home for the night and you start to put your 

keys away think of this: PUT YOUR CAR KEYS BESIDE YOUR BED AT NIGHT.  It’s a security 
alarm system that you already have and requires no installation.  Test it for yourself, it will go off 
from almost everywhere inside your house and will keep honking until you  reset it with the but-
ton on the key chain.  It works if you park in your driveway or garage. 
 
If you trigger your car alarm and it goes off when someone is trying to break into your home, 
odds are the intruder won’t stick around more than a few seconds.  All your neighbors will be 
looking out their windows to see who is out there and the criminal certainly won’t want that. 
 
Remember to carry your keys while walking to your car in a parking lot. If you are attacked, 
press that button, the horn will start blasting away and most likely will chase off your attacker.  
Carrying those keys with you around the home or out in the garden could also prove to be life 
saving.  Should you fall, or have some medical emergency and cannot reach the phone, press 
the button.  The blasting of your car horn is going to draw attention and someone is going to 
investigate.  Spread the word to your neighbors, if they hear your car horn honking, please 

come check on me or call the police. 
 
As helpful as the electronic car entry unit is, there is a downside.  It has been reported by police that criminals have 
come up with a device that memorizes your car code when you click to lock your car door.    Reports have been made by 
travelers who stopped at rest stops, they have come out to their cars in less than 4-5 minutes and found someone had 
gotten into their car, and stolen cell phones, laptop computers, gps navigator units, briefcases.....you name it. 
 
When police arrive, they find no signs of the car having been broken into.  The police confirmed that there is a device 
that robbers are using now to clone your security code when you lock your doors on your car using your key-chain lock-
ing device. The criminals sit a distance away and watch for their next victim. Since they know you are going inside, they 
have a few minutes to steal and run. The police advised you to get into the habit of manually locking your car with the 
lock button on the inside of the car door.  By hitting the lock button inside the car, if there is someone setting in a parking 
lot watching for their next victim it will not be you.  When you hit the lock button on your car upon exiting, it does not send 
the security code, but if you walk away and use the door lock on your key chain, it sends the code thru the airwaves 
where it can be stolen.  Thanks to Barb Drew and Paddy McGee for their contributions. 

Keyless Car Entry Units—What You Should Know 
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Leif Erikson Lodge #5-097 
invites you to join us for  

The Leif Erikson Lodge 
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March 8th, 2009  
 

Social and Meeting 2:00 p.m. 
Dinner Served 4:00 p.m. 

 

Irish American Heritage Center 
4626 N Knox Ave. 

Chicago, IL 
 

Plenty of Free Parking 

Please place reservations 
by March 2, 2009 

 

Vi Covington 708-788-0316 
or 

Lee Hardison 773-772-8221 
 

$30 per person 
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 March  

4 OSA ENGEBRETSON 
4 JOYCE JOHNSEN 
9 INGRID TUNTLAND 
11 WILLIAM SMEDBURG 
12 LEE HARDISON 
14 PAM SEEFURTH 
20 KAREN ELMER 
20 KATHRYN ENGELSTAD 
22 LORAINE GUSE 
23 ELEANOR JOHNSON 
 

 

    April  

3 MARIANN ERLENBACH 
5 JUDY RADLEIN   
8 MICHAEL HARDISON 
9 CAROL FORSYTHE 
9 KARL SMEDBURG 
12 CARLA SANBORN-JONES 
13 KENT ELMER 
20 VIOLA COVINGTON 
20 GEORGE HARDISON 
25 AARON SYRDAHL 
26 KAREN LEE MURRAY 
27 HANS WANNER 
29 CASPER JOHNSEN 
30 JACKIE CLAUSON  

Information Call Jack Grandin 630-852-0598……..Reservations due by February 23rd. 

Aunt Susan, Mother Lisa, and Madi-
son Grace.  Susan’s first visit. 
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Reprinted from Sons of Norway Circle City Lodge 5-6 14 with Thanks 
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Life with Leif 
Printed on a Bi-Monthly Basis 
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The mission of 
Sons of Norway 

is to promote and 
preserve the 
heritage and 

culture of Norway 
and provide 

quality insurance 
and financial 

products to its 
members.  


