
Greetings to all of you.  Here we are 
in February, more cold, more snow 
but  the most important thing now is 
for our members to GET WELL !!! �
I was in the hospital for our January 
meeting the Doctor's were looking for my 
gall bladder (never found it, must have 
been born without it).  Jeff Eckardt did a 
fine job substituting for me.  Thank you 
Jeff. 
Dianne Tengesdal was in the hospital and 
now recuperating.  Helen Semenek has 

been home with a bad cold.  Roger Elmer 
is in the hospital and Arvid Carlsen is 
recovering from a stroke at Norwood 
Crossing. Please keep them in your 
prayers and send them a card.  All the 
cards of support sent to me were greatly 
appreciated, thank you. 
At our February meeting we voted to have 
the antique car club in our unit at the 17th of 
May parade, so those of you that can not 
walk can ride in one of the antique cars.  
The parade will be on Sunday May 18th. 
Plan on being in Park Ridge for the parade.  
Also, the National League will have a 
banquet at the Chevy Chase on Milwaukee 
Ave. May 17th.  Anyone interested can 
contact Marianne Erlenbach. 
Have you made your reservations for our 
annual Corn Beef and Cabbage Dinner on 
March 9th?  This year it will be held at the 
Irish Center, 4626 N. Knox Ave. in 
Chicago.  Plenty of parking, good food, 
good fellowship. We will have a short 
meeting at or around 2:00p.m.  Social after 
and a raffle, dinner will be served at 4:30 
p.m. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Kalendar: Leif Erikson Lodge Meetings 
All meetings are Coffee and…….. 

March 9th 
CORNED BEEF DINNER MEETING 

Social Begins at 1:00 PM 
Call to Order at 2:00 PM 

April 13th 
 

Social Begins at 1:30 PM 
Call to Order at 2:00 PM 
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We have received requests and applications for Masse Morro Kids 
Camp in Wisconsin.  Its one week of fun and games.  Learning 
something of their Heritage and making life long memories.  The 5th 
District pays some of the fees and our lodge pays some, so for a 
very low cost give your child or grandchildren a good time in 
Wisconsin. 
Our delegates to the 5th District Convention which will be held the 
2nd week in June in Madison, Wisconsin are George Hardison, Jeff  
and Roz Eckardt. 
The alternates are Marianne Erlenbach and Lee Hardison.  The 
dates are from June 11th to June 15th.  Keep those dates open and 
plan on joining us and watching how our 
Sons of Norway works.  See you at the 
Corn Beef and Cabbage dinner.   
  
Your  President 
George Hardison 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Donations to Life with Leif: 
 We enjoy hearing from our readers and some 
are far away!  Ellen and Wade Mann in Decatur, 
Indiana, Marie and Elmer Rhode, keeping warm 
in Sarasota, Florida. Another member John Bjorik 
spending his time swimming in Sarasota and 
practicing for the senior Olympics. Harriet Peder-
sen writes from Yellville, Arkansas that all is well 
with her and misses our Lodge meetings. She is 
a former President and was always involved in 
Sons of Norway events.  Thank you ALL.  
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Prizes are needed for our Raffle on March 9th.  

 
We appreciate those members who are so generous  in donating the items for our  

raffle and help support our Lodge events.  

Tusen Takk.   
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Har du Hort! God Bedring,  Our get well wishes to 
our many members who have been ill/or in the 
hospital since our new year began.  Send a card 
and we will keep them in our thoughts and prayers.  
We wish them a speedy recovery. Jim Pedersen fell 
in December and broke his shoulder. Dianne 
Newgard-Tengesdal, Arvid Carlsen, Roger Elmer 

are wished a speedy recovery.  Arvid is now at Norwood Crossing on the 
3rd Fl, His address is 6016 N. Nina Ave, Chicago. Ill. 60631  Barb and Jon 
Eckardt welcomed a new grandchild into their family January 31st. 
Congratulations to Chris and Joanne, Mom and son Dominick are doing 
fine.  Reports from Helen Wisted reports she is enjoying our newsletter and 
the Wisconsin winter on her snowmobile, she just turned 80 years young! 
Arlene and Frank Fernadez(sen), spent their 45th wedding anniversary on 
a Christian Cruise, from Tampa, Florida. Condolences to our Leif Erikson 
member Bev Farina in the loss of her husband Chris Farina. He was a 
Lutheran minister formerly at St. John's Lutheran Church in Chicago. Chris 
was just going to start teaching at Luther High North when he became ill. 
Chris was 51years old and died at Resurrection Hospital on Friday January 
18th. He had served in the Air Force and was a popular speaker to many 
congregations in this area.  He will be greatly missed.   
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 Lost Worlds- Vikings 
Are you interested in the life of a Viking! I received a fantastic book for Christmas and brought it to 
our January meeting. a few members were able to check it out. It is called Lost Worlds- Vikings. An 
amazing interactive feature has a Norse talking cover, before you even open the book it speaks to you. 
Its has a wealth of information to take you back to the days when the Vikings took their journeys of 
exploration and discovery of America. That was 500 hundred years before Columbus.  It illuminates 
every aspect of Viking history and culture. It has recorded their legends and lore with maps, sagas, 
and wonderful pictures.  It has the Runic Alphabet, Kensington Stone Mystery, Discovery of Vineland, 
End of Greenland, Viking songs and myths. Any questions, it is answered in this wonderful history.  
The pages fold out and enlarge to reveal more colorful pictures of that time. Even our Gokstad Ship 
excavated in 1880 and a replica the Viking that sailed here in 1893is featured.  The book is available 
from Sterling publishing and has been ordered by others at Borders.www.sterlingpublishing,com  
ISBN-13 978-1-34027-5218-6.  reasonable price.  Great gift for children and adults!      
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Minutes Leif Erikson Lodge Jan’08 meeting: 
 
Leif Erikson Lodge opened its Jan 13th meeting 
at 2:24p.m. with our Vice President Jeff Eckardt 
presiding.  There were 16 members in atten-
dance. Our President George Hardison. officers 
Lee Hardison, Helen Semenek and Dianne 
Tengesdal were absent. After the official opening 
members sang Kan Du Glemma Gamle Norge. 
There were no minutes to read. Instead an Eck-
ardt family New Year greeting from Norway was 
read from our cousin Svein Bjaroy.  Arvid Carlsen 
also shared a story of meeting a Norwegian gen-
tleman who was from the Islan where his family 
resided.  No Correspondence Reports- Norwe-
gian National League is working on the 2008 May 
17thparade. This year it will be on the 18th of 
May in Park Ridge, Jeff reported on our annual 
Christmas dinner.  Everyone had plenty to eat 
and enjoyed the many door prizes handed out.  
Unfinished business- March Corned Beef and 
Cabbage Dinner will be held on March 9th.  Har-
rington will cater the dinner at a new address.  
Irish American Heritage Hall at 4626 N. Knox 
Ave. Chicago, Ill.  Roz reports at this time only 3 
reservations have been made. She will be taking 
reservations and  it is 30.00 per person.  A get-
well card was presented to be signed for George, 
also one for Jim Pedersen.  A motion was voted 
and passed to support the Barnabirke on the 21st 

of Feb with a check for 100.00.  We also voted to 
participate with Skjold Lodge in their visit to en-
tertain at Bethesda Home. Motion passed and 
100.00 contribution will be presented by Jeff Eck-
ardt. The expenses for refreshments served will 
also be shared.  Treasury report- Dec-2007     
Income  12.00  expense 314.10  Bal-
ance10,536.61    Remarks- June McBride gave 
us a short review of a book Fjord to Prairie that is 
in our Library It is a collection of pictures and his-
tory of the Norwegian community in the Chicago 
area.  It recognizes the Anniversary Commission 
Dinner and visit of King Olav V of Norway. Cul-
tural Programs are available to members- one is 
Reading Skills and can be viewed on our infor-
mation table. There is also a new book out Lost 
Worlds-Viking sit is worth looking at. Reminder of 
the Norge Ski meet at Fox River Grove on Jan 
27th.  Julie reported her uncle who lives there 
and has competed will again this year at 70 years 
old.  Last year he came in second for his age 
group. Refreshments will be served today by Vi 
Covington Our Feb 10th meeting refreshments 
will be served by Dale Lemajeur We sang God 
Bless America and closed our meeting at 
3:10p.m.  Respectfully submitted by Substitute  
Secretary, Mariann Erlenbach 
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Leif Erikson Lodge #5-097 
invites you to join us for  

The Leif Erikson Lodge 
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March 9th, 2008  
 

Social 1:00 p.m. 
Meeting 2:00 p.m. 

Dinner Served 4:30 p.m. 

New Great Location, Same Fine Caterer 
 

Irish American Heritage Center 
4626 N Knox Ave. 

Chicago, IL 
 

 
Please place reservations 

with Roz Eckardt:   
Call 847-297-3236 

 
$30 per person 
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WHY ST. PATRICK'S DAY IS CELEBRATED 

EACH YEAR IN AMERICA 
 
The reason the Irish celebrate St. Patrick's Day is because this is when St. Patrick drove the 
Norwegians out of Ireland.  It seems that some centuries ago, many Norwegians came to Ire-
land to escape the bitterness of the Norwegian winter. Ireland was having a famine at the time, 
and food was scarce. The Norwegians were eating almost all the fish caught in the area, leav-
ing the Irish with nothing to eat but potatoes. St. Patrick, taking matters into his own hands, as 
most Irishmen do, decided the Norwegians had to go.  Secretly, he organized the Irish IRA-
TRION (Irish Republican Army to Rid Ireland of Norwegians) Irish members of IRATRION 
passed a law in Ireland that prohibited merchants from selling ice boxes or ice to the Norwe-
gians, in hopes that their fish would spoil. This would force the Norwegians to flee to a colder 
climate where their fish would keep. Well, the fish spoiled, all right, but the Norwegians, as 
every one knows today, thrive on spoiled fish. So, faced with failure, the desperate Irishmen 
sneaked into the Norwegian fish storage caves in the dead of night and sprinkled the rotten fish 
with lye, hoping to poison the Norwegian invaders. But, as everyone knows, the Norwegians 
thought this only added to the flavor of the fish, and they liked it so much they decided to call 
it "lutefisk", which is Norwegian for "luscious fish".  Matters became even worse for the Irish-
men when the Norwegians started taking over the Irish potato crop and making something 
called "lefse". Poor St. Patrick was at his wit's end, and finally on March 17th, he blew his top 
and told all the Norwegians to "GO TO HELL". So they all got in their boats and emigrated to 
Minnesota or the Dakotas ---- the only other paradise on earth where smelly fish, old potatoes 
and plenty of cold weather can be found in abundance. 
The End.  Mariann Erlenbach 

 March  

4 OSA ENGEBRETSON 
4 JOYCE JOHNSEN 
9 INGRID TUNTLAND 
11 WILLIAM SMEDBURG 
12 LEE HARDISON 
14 PAM SEEFURTH 
20 KAREN ELMER 
20 KATHRYN ENGELSTAD 
22 LORAINE GUSE 
23 ELEANOR JOHNSON 

 

 

  April  

3 MARIANN ERLENBACH 
5 JUDY RADLEIN   
8 MICHAEL HARDISON 
9 CAROL FORSYTHE 
9 KARL SMEDBURG 
12 CARLA SANBORN-JONES 
13 KENT ELMER 
18 AUDREY GISKE 
20 VIOLA COVINGTON 
20 GEORGE HARDISON 
25 AARON SYRDAHL 
26 KAREN LEE MURRAY 
27 HANS WANNER 
29 CASPER JOHNSEN 
30 JACKIE CLAUSON  
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In early 2007 Sons of Norway launched the first Norwegian Experience Recruitment Contest. The 
rules were simple—every new dues-paying member you signed up during 2007 gave you an entry 
into the contest. Then, this January, a winner was selected at random from all the entries and Inter-
national President Ted Fosberg notified her personally.  
 
Now, on behalf of all of Sons of Norway, hearty congratulations go out to Marcia Stein of Milwau-
kee, WI, for winning the 2007 Norwegian Experience Recruitment Contest! As the winner, Ms. 
Stein and a guest will enjoy 10 fun-filled days in Norway that includes complimentary air and hotel, 
spending money and an exclusive excursion to Hadeland Glassworks near Oslo. We wish Ms. Stein 
a wonderful trip and look forward to hearing all about it upon her return.  
 
In the meantime, don’t forget about the Norwegian Experience 2008 contest! For a second year Sons 
of Norway and Borton Overseas are offering you the chance to win the ultimate trip to Norway. 
Once again, the winner and their guest will select their adventure from a variety of tour options of-
fered by Borton Overseas. Whether an active tour of the country, or the more relaxing pace of a 
cruise, is preferred Sons of Norway and Borton Overseas will work with the winner to provide a 
truly special experience.  
 
In addition, the winner will experience a stay at the Solstrand Hotel & Spa situated on the Bjørne-
fjord south of Bergen. There they will enjoy private transfer between Bergen and Solstrand, two 
nights' accommodation in a deluxe room with a180
 panorama fjord view and a balcony. A spa treat-
ment for the winner and their guest is also included.  
 
Entering the contest is easy! All you have to do is be a current member of Sons of Norway who re-
cruits a new, dues-paying member between January 1 and December 31, 2008. Please be sure to 
share this information with your lodge and encourage them to take part in the Norwegian Experience 
2008 Recruitment Contest!  
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Life with Leif 
Printed on a Bi-Monthly Basis 
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The mission of 
Sons of Norway 

is to promote and 
preserve the 
heritage and 

culture of Norway 
and provide 

quality insurance 
and financial 

products to its 
members.  


