
Happy New Year to one and all. Every 
New Year I see comes as a big 
surprise, and I have seen a lot more of 
them than I thought I would. Life has 
been good. One of the things that have 
made life better is my membership and 
participation in the Sons of Norway for 
many years. But then I am preaching to 
the choir, who know all of the old 
songs about Sons of Norway. So turn 
on and tune into your membership and 

activities of your lodge. One of the 
better things that happened in 2009 is 
each November we have a Memorial 
Service for our members who have 
passed on, but as of November we 
knew of no members who had died in 
2009, so with joy the Memorial Service 
was cancelled. Our December meeting 
was great; we had a nice turn out. Some 
or the best food prepared by some of 
Chicago's best cooks. How can you 
beat a combination like that? The best 
of the best - how lucky we are. To bad 
the other 11 months have to suffer by 
comparison. Oops I forgot our Corn 
Beef and Cabbage Dinner which will 
be held on March 14th and the Leif 
Erikson Dinner in October.  
The Home Office has developed some 
wonderful DVD's and films on Culture 
and Heritage, so for each regular 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Kalendar: Leif Erikson Lodge Meetings 
All meetings are Coffee and…….. 

January 10th 
Social Begins at 1:30 PM 
Call to Order at 2:00 PM 

Ertesuppe at 4:00 p.m 

February 14th 
Social Begins at 1:30 PM 
Call to Order at 2:00 PM 

Open faced sandwiches at 4:00 p.m. 
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meeting we will try to have a program of interest for everyone. 
The next Life with Leif will carry a list of what's to come each 
month. One event, which is still in the talking stage, is a trip to 
Geneva Ill to see the Viking ship. Another one is renting a bus for 
a trip to Mount Horab for their kaffe en smorbrod. If you have 
some thoughts or ideals, please come out to the January 10th 
meeting. Thanks to the State Farm Insurance and the Danish 
printer that rent offices in our Hall building we have 8 parking 
stalls against the West Fence. We are wheel chair accessible to 
our back door. So if you are in need of auto insurance, please give 
Mike Callahan a chance at you business. He is helping us so we 
should try to help him. April 10th is a big day for Skjold Lodge; it 
is there 100th Anniversary. Skjold Lodge members always 
support our activities, and we should support there's. So keep that 
date open, there will be more information to follow on time and 
location.  
"Flashback" - think back to the first part of this article about a great organization Sons of Norway is. More 
than once in my years as a S.O.N. member, I have met people at meetings or gatherings and asked them, "why 
the joined a lodge miles from there home when Leif Erikson was closer?" There response was no one asked 
me. So talk to family and friends about Sons of Norway and simply ask them about joining Leif Erikson - it 
cost nothing and might result in new members., You will never know unless you ask.  
So long for now and see you at lodge. 
 
George Hardison  
( I have a new e-mail address:   g-hardy-son@att.net) 

(Continued from page 1) 
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February’s Meeting is our 
Norwegian Sweater 

Picture Meeting 
 
 

Please wear your sweater at the February 
Lodge Meeting.  If you forget or do not have 

A sweater, there will be a few extras available. 
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RESERVATIONS:  
Lee Hardison  773-772-8221  

or Vi Covington 708-788-0316 
�
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Our Life with Leif newsletter reaches many of our m embers 
and  so tusen takk to those who enjoy it and respon d with 
their news. 
 
Two donations were received and appreciated from He len 
Wisted  in Houghton, Mi. and Marie Rohde in Sarasot a, Fl. 
Helen drives a  golf cart to retrieve her mail. She  also just 
joined a Sons of  Norway Lodge in her area. Maybe w e can 

exchange newsletters.   Helen also joined Friends o f the Viking ship and purchased 
two  rivets. How thoughtful and thanks for your hel ping.   Marie Rohde wrote to inform us 
her husband passed away December  25th of 2008. The y had been married 61 years and 
were long time  members of our Lodge. Our condolenc es to Marie and her family.   Now 
she keeps busy with bowling, and is in two voluntee r bands  in St Petersburg. She has a 
rescue dog named Maya for company.  It was nice to hear from her again. 
 
  We have also missed our faithful members Doris an d Roger Elmer.   They have three 
sons and Doris wrote to announce to us that Rick  E lmer (middle son) was sworn in as 
District Commander, starting his career 36 years ag o. Rusty (Roger) is retired and had 
been a Sergeant in the Bomb and Arson Div. Rocky (C harles) is a patrol officer  and 
enjoys it. Doris and Roger are both doing okay.  
 
 Those members who cannot attend our  regular month ly meetings,  are welcome to call 
or write, it is so nice to hear from you.  So many of our faithful members joined us in 
October and it was  like a family reunion. Now we a re starting a New Year and we 
hope  that our Lodge can contnue to serve our membe rs and we invite them  to 
participate. Let us know your interests so our prog rams can  bring you more of your 
Norwegian heritage. Looking forward to  seeing you in 2010.   
Mariann Leversen Erlenbach- Cultural Director  
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A tusen takk for our Newsletter  
donations by: 

  
Helen Wisted 

 in Houghton, Mi.  
& 

Marie Rohde 
in Sarasota, Fl.  
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King Harald’s New Years Eve 
Speech 2009 
Translated by Finn Roed 
Sons of Norway 5-378 

Solidarity and joint 
activities are an impor-
tant part of our Christ-
mas celebration. Many 
of us again have gath-
ered with those of 
whom we are most 
fond. At the same time, 
we know that the 
Christmas season’s 
other face is loneliness. 
Not everyone is so for-
tunate to have children 
or family. Some have 
experienced separation 

or a dear one has passed away. And even if one should 
be surrounded by many people, one can still feel inse-
curity and experience being alone. 
An old African saying says, “I am, because we are. 
Because we are, I am.” It underscores that our lives 
are always inter-connected. We belong to someone, 
and we are dependent on one another. The one who 
dares to ask for help is never completely alone. And 
the one who finds someone with whom to share his 
thoughts is never completely helpless. 
Norway is a good land in which to live. For this we 
are rightly proud. But, we would be wise to remember 
that the source of our welfare society has come about 
because of our forefathers’ and our own contributions 
and work. Therefore, we cannot take our advantages 
and securities as givens. We must all, each in his own 
way, take responsibility to build and preserve the Nor-
way to which we aspire. And lastly, we cannot de-
mand more of our society than we are willing to con-
tribute. 
Those who are older might periodically feel insecurity 
over society’s development and think that things were 
much better in earlier times. We constantly see exam-
ples of intolerance, extreme viewpoints and violence, 
which do not harmonize with the ground pillars of our 
inheritance. Such we must reject. Nevertheless, we 
must believe that most people are honest, normal hu-

man beings who contribute their best so that the world 
will be a better place. 
A society which does not develop itself will stagnate. 
The variety of developments which we see growing 
today is undoubtedly enriching our country. It does 
not mean that we have to embrace everything new un-
critically. That can lead to our losing our foothold and 
becoming rootless. At the same time, we must not re-
ject what is new as foreign and hostile. As long as we 
are comfortable with our own values and know what 
we stand for, we can also be open to that which is un-
known and different. 
“Where have all the heroes gone?” sings Jan Eggum. 
Every day, I feel that I constantly meet heroes. Some 
of them are honored with the King’s Medal of Honor 
and visit the Palace. But, most heroes are never cov-
ered on the first pages of newspapers and are perhaps 
not commended. Surely, there are people who have 
enough of their own sorrows and who struggle with 
their lives, but who also use their lives to realize what 
it says on the gravestone of Albert Schweitzer, 
“Search to see if there is one place or another in the 
world where you can demonstrate your humanity.” 
Our history is full of examples of individuals who are 
willing to engage themselves to make a contribution 
for their fellow human beings. Next year, we will 
honor one of them. Bjørnstjerne Bjørnson was a per-
son who used his life to make a difference. “The good 
deeds save the world,” said Bjørnson and followed up 
by being an eager spokesman for humanism and the 
worth of human beings in Europe. Also, today, Nor-
wegians are leaving tracks behind them around the 
world. Tonight, I want to praise all who use their lives 
for others, whether it is in the neighborhood or in hu-
manitarian, diplomatic, or military missions around 
the globe. 
“Solidarity and joint activity has gotten poor traction,” 
says the poet Kjartan Fløgstad somewhere. These val-
ues have been the pillars in the building of Norway. 
But also in the international arena we see how impor-
tant it is to stand together. Last fall, we celebrated the 
twentieth anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall. 
Many of us still remember the magical moment when 
the first pieces were chopped off, and neighbors and 
families and a piece of the world were united. One of 
the pictures from 1989 shows the world famous cellist, 
Rostropovich, standing in the opening of the wall. “I 
played from pure joy. It was the wall in my life that 
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was torn down,” he said. 
But, Berlin walls can be found all over. Walls of relent-
less hatred and distrust contribute to war and conflict in 
many places of the world. Disparities and unjust atti-
tudes are also contributors to building walls and creating 
distance. It is, nevertheless, hopeful that the remains of 
the Berlin wall today have become a symbol and a gath-
ering place both for a united Germany and a united 
Europe. 
Between generations, families, and neighborhoods it is 
also possible to build walls. Jealously, discord, and sus-
picion can easily take root. Often, it is small incidents 
that start the conflict. But, the time that we human be-
ings are together is so short, and life is much too valu-
able to waste on quarrels and bitterness. We can be the 
one to bring people together. We can all participate in 
tearing down the walls that block us from each other. 
“Tie a Ribbon,” says the campaign by the Red Cross. 
We invite a voluntary communal work against isolation 
and loneliness for a generous, warmer society, where we 
dare to come near each other. This could be a goal for 
us all in the new year we are entering--to tie a ribbon to 
another human being, preferably across cultures and 
generations. I wish this would be a theme song for us all 
in the New Year. 
I think there are many groups in our society that feel 
that they are not heard. We are all responsible to ensure 
that the most defenseless get their say. For me, chil-
dren’s rights have been close to my heart these last 
years. We have recently celebrated the twentieth year of 
the Children’s Convention. In such an informed world, 
one would think that the subject of children’s rights 
would be taken for granted, but it is not. We cannot rest 
until all children have rights. Even the world’s best 
countries are not the world’s best for children who live 
in fear and insecurity. That children experience injustice 
should not belong in our private lives. We all have a 
responsibility to speak up when an injustice is commit-
ted. 
We human beings often judge each other from the view-
point of success, visibility, and material well-being. 
Then it is easy to look down on those who seemingly 
have not done as well. The financial crisis has many 
causes; but, at one level, it seems to have a connection 
to a short-sighted chase after profits.. In that connection, 
the crisis can perhaps serve as a useful reminder that 
economy and society cannot be laid down on material 
values. 

Arne Garborg wrote in his time about the danger of at-
taching too much confidence in money. 
“’With money I can get everything,’ it says. 
No, one cannot do that. 
One can buy food but not appetite, 
Drops but not health, 
Soft beds but not sleep, 
Knowledge but not wisdom, 
The shells of all things one can acquire with money, 
But not the kernel. That cannot be had with money.” 
Perhaps we have been more ambitious in counting our 
money than we have been in counting our days. Human 
beings’ excess consumption at worst has created a dra-
matic imbalance in the globe’s climate. If we cannot 
handle that better, we will experience very severe con-
sequences. No matter what, this is a global problem that 
requires global solutions. Perhaps the world as a whole 
has never faced a bigger challenge. What we require 
now are individuals at all levels who seriously consider 
passing on the earth, as we know it, to future genera-
tions. 
Everything is connected. Our children and grandchil-
dren will experience the consequences of the decisions 
we make today. It concerns our ecological choices we 
make; and it also concerns the values by which we, as a 
society, want to be characterized. The most important 
will be how we choose to live our lives. We will come a 
long way if we manage to live simpler, take care of each 
other, and look at the joys of every day in the small 
things. 
When things get tough and we recognize how vulner-
able life is, we need to have someone around us who is 
concerned about us. We surely have all met enthusiasts 
who function as the glue in the local society: the scout 
leader who never gets tired of being prepared, the 
teacher who is always available, the seniors who daily 
meet at the senior center, the home help who take the 
time for a talk even though the workday is over. These 
people who make us feel seen and worthy when we 
meet them, that “I am important.” 
Tonight I want to send an extra greeting to the “yes-
people” among us--all the heroes who live their lives for 
others and who live out the meaning of the saying, “I 
am, because we are. We are, because I am.” Confront-
ing a new year, it is important to remember that we are 
all useful and that each of us has an unending, immeas-
urable worth. 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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 January  

9 SUSAN HUNGNESS 
10 KAREN DOWNEY 
15 NORMAN ROLAND 
17 THORDES SCHOBER 
18 JOANN HANSEN 
18 DAKOTAH RIOUX 
23 DAVID CHRISTENSEN 

 

  February  

9 JOHN BJORVIK 
14 CEDRIC SYRDAHL 
14 JEAN PECARO 
16 JOHN GUBRUD 
16 RAYMOND NEWGARD 
27 ALAN BUSCH 
28 ALICE ROLAND 

 

Minutes from our Lodge meeting: 
 
Leif Erikson Lodge #5-097 opened it’s December 13th, 2009 meeting at Svithiod 
Lodge at 2:15 p.m. with seventeen members present. The usual opening ceremonies 
were followed by the singing of “Come All Ye Faithful”.  
Correspondence:  Maria Pappas invited our Lodge to the Cultural Christmas Party. 
                             Mary Bennett sent a Thank You for the Ski for Light donation. 

                              Marge Wescott  and Marie Roding both sent donations for the Newsletter. 
                             Jeanette Gilbertson who writes for the Tampa Bay SON Newsletter wrote an appreciation 
   letter to Mariann Erlenbach 
 
Reports:  Jackie Clausen represented our Lodge at Maria Pappas Christmas Party.  Norwegian 
                 National League had prepared a Christmas tree for the Party. 
              Lee Hardison requested everyone sign cards for Roger and Doris Elmer, Arvid Carlson,     
                 Eleanor Johnsen, and Eddie Orsahl. 
             Mariann Erlenbach reported that the person who presented President Barack Obama with 
                 the Award in Norway was the Grand Marshall for the Syttende Mai Parade in Park 
                 Ridge in 2004. 
              Mariann Erlenbach requested that her Credentials as our Representative to the  
                   Norwegian National League be updated. 
Remarks for the Good of the Order:   
             Librarian June McInness presented two Norwegian Holiday Books that members may be 
                interested in reading. Julie Lea reported on the Skjold Lodge Heritage Fest which was  
                very nice.  George Hardison announced that his granddaughter was accepted on her 
                school’s volleyball team and that she just finished a season as Goalie on the undefeated  
                soccer team.  Bob Newgard announced that Diane Tengesdal is on a vacation trip to  
                New York City but had sent Christmas treats for everyone.  
 
The meeting closed at 2:55 p.m. with the singing of “Silent Night”. 
The next meeting of Leif Erikson Lodge 5-097 will be held on January 10th at 2:00 p.m.  
 
Respectively submitted.  
Joann  Hansen, Secretary 

Thanks for the use of your parking spots behind our  
meeting hall!! 
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Life with Leif 
Printed on a Bi-Monthly Basis 
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The mission of 
Sons of Norway 

is to promote and 
preserve the 
heritage and 

culture of Norway 
and provide 

quality insurance 
and financial 

products to its 
members.  
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